
                                     MINUTES – Common Council Meeting 08/27/13 

 1 

 
MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2013 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

C I T Y   O F F I C I A L S 
Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 

 

  Councilman-At-Large  - James H. Robinson  - absent 
    Ward 1  - Robin Wentworth  - present 
    Ward 2  - Arthur Simonds  - present 
    Ward 3  - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
    Ward 4  - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 
    Ward 5  - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
    Ward 6  - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 
Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief Beth 
Whitman-Putnam, Transit Director Bill Walrath 
 

Department Heads Absent:  Police Chief Donald VanDeusen 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                            6 Present    
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                  ANDREA FETTINGER 
 

Andrea Fettinger of the Fulton County Office for the Aging noted that the City of Gloversville contributed 
$3,500 in 2013 for the Senior 60+ Nutrition Program.  She advised that Gloversville senior citizens have the 
highest meal participation annually in the county.  She asked for the same contribution for 2014 or an 
increase if possible. 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                                   JEAN CHAIN  
 

Jean Chain of the City’s Recreation Commission provided an update of activities held and upcoming.  She 
noted that at the August Railfest $1,000 was raised and a recent golf clinic was well attended.  Future events 
include a Fall Festival on 10/26, movie nights and karate classes at the Senior Center, ice skating and a 
fishing derby.  Jean noted that at the Recreation Commission’s last meeting the dunk booth rental rate was 
increased from $25/daily to $100/daily and the dunk booth would be stored in the Police parking lot from 
May-Sept. 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                               JIM SULLIVAN  
 

Jim Sullivan of MANG Insurance noted that the City’s liability insurance through NYMIR (New York 
Municipal Insurance Reciprocal) was formed 20 years ago by the City and County with a vested interest in 
keeping rates low.  He added that NYMIR’s experience rating has increased from an A- to an A recently.   
Mr. Sullivan advised that the City’s premium will decrease by $11,000 next year and the City’s capital 
contribution of $35,300 at start up will be returned to the City with half in October 2013 and half in October 
2014.  A made in the USA United States 5’x 8’ flag was donated to the City in recognition of 20 years of 
service.  
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SPEAKER                                                                                                JULIE FLYNN/JOHN VARECKA  
 

Julie Flynn, Director of Development at Liberty Affordable Housing (LAH) gave a Power Point presentation 
regarding the portion of the former Estee Middle School building that has not been rehabilitated.  It was 
noted that LAH is headquartered in Rome, NY, has over 2,200 units throughout NYS and has a mission to 
provide quality, affordable housing. Also in attendance during the presentation and available for questioning 
were: John Varecka of CRM Rental Management, Mike Reese of the FCCRG, Steve Smith, local 
architect/engineer and Nick Zabawsky of CDA.  Julie Flynn noted that LAH is in discussion with the Fulton 
Co. Center for Regional Growth to obtain funding and CRM would manage the property.  It was determined 
that the building is currently in disrepair with mold growth and collapsed floors.  It was proposed that the 
building be razed and replicated with similar architectural features to house a four story 40 unit building that 
would provide quality, energy-efficient housing for senior citizens.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted she was familiar with Liberty Affordable Housing’s projects in two 
apartment complexes in Amsterdam, adding that she has seen the great improvements.  She stated that she 
hoped this project would assist in revitalizing the downtown area. 
 

Councilman Simonds asked for a time frame of when site plans and design could be reviewed. 
 

Engineer Steven Smith stated that the application for the project would need to be submitted in 
approximately two and a half months and hoped to have the design blueprints available in six weeks.  If 
approved, it was noted that groundbreaking could occur in one year with the construction of the building 
taking approximately 15 months. 
 

Mayor King announced there would be a brief recess at 6:40PM to allow the speakers to disassemble their 
equipment. 
 

The Meeting re-convened at 6:48PM. 
 
 
 

PUBLIC SESSION  
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city  business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council 
member, city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  
Personally offensive, abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:48PM.     
 

 
Joshua Daly, a resident of 6th Avenue spoke regarding a recent proposal from Overlook Ridge Apartments 
to donate $10,000 to the City.  He suggested that the City donate $3,000 to the Recreation Commission.    
 
Ruth Drake & Audrey Bowman, represented the local Boy’s & Girl’s Club.  It was noted that funding to 
their organization has decreased significantly recently; leaving them in dire straits, which is affecting after 
school programming at Park Terrace School and DuBois Garden Apartments.  Both Drake & Bowman 
suggested to the Council that if they were considering donating to not-for-profit agencies that the Boy’s and 
Girl’s Club be considered. 
 
No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:54PM. 
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AUDIT                                                                                                             COUNCILWOMAN ANADIO    
 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Anadio performed the August 22, 2013 Audit covering 
period 07/17/13 – 08/22/13.  The following was reported: 
 

A-General Fund     $        947,381.14 
G-Sewer Fund                                            30,891.71 
H-Capital Projects Fund       76,866.92 
T & A Fund                               502,325.86 
TOTAL     $      1,557,465.63   
            
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit, seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth. 
                                                                                             Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

MAYOR DAYTON KING 
-$10,000 Donation from Overlook Ridge Apartments 
Mayor King noted that at the 08/21/13 ribbon cutting for Overlook Ridge Apartments, Donna Bonfardeci of 
Kinderhook Development advised that a $10,000 donation would be given to the City.  Mayor King 
distributed a proposal for the Council to consider which included his recommendation of $3,000 be given to 
the City’s Recreation Commission with the remaining $7,000 available for not-for-profit groups in the City 
to apply for. 
 

Councilman Simonds suggested distributing funds to the Recreation Commission for a consistent summer 
program, the Boy’s & Girl’s Club and a local food pantry. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski noted that funds should be used to improve the roads surrounding the Overlook 
Ridge Apartments (Northern Terrace, Lee Avenue) which structurally deteriorated during the building of the 
project. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth thanked Overlook Ridge Apartments for their generous donation.  She advised 
that the Recreation Commission receives no funding through the City and could use funds.  It was also noted 
that she agreed with Councilman Siarkowski’s suggestion and noted that there are many not for profit 
organizations in the City and it would be difficult to choose which would be best served by the funds.  
Councilwoman Wentworth recommended that the Council have more discussion on the topic and to develop 
a plan with guidelines before any of the $10,000 is distributed. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen noted that funds had not been received as of today. 
 

 
-Recreation Commission Appointment 
Mayor King advised that he had received the formal resignation from Jared Hammond from the Recreation 
Commission.  He distributed to the Council applications to be considered from Lori Davis and William 
Rowback to fill the vacant seat.   He advised the Council he would like to appoint William Rowback. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that the Mayor rescinded Christine Benson’s appointment to the 
Commission when it was mistaken that Mr. Hammond had already resigned his seat and added that the 
Mayor stated he would appoint Christine when a seat became available.  She advised that Christine attends 
Recreation meetings and helps at their functions.  
 

Councilmen Simonds and Siarkowski along with Councilwoman Anadio advised they were in agreement 
with Councilwoman Wentworth. 
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Mayor King advised that William Rowback came to him several years ago asking to be on the Recreation 
Commission and had been overlooked.  He added Christine Benson would be considered at another time.  
The Mayor asked for a Roll Call Vote to consider his appointment of William Rowback to the Recreation 
Commission. 
 
Roll Call Vote began with Councilman Mahoney   
Voting Aye: 
Voting Nay:  Mahoney, Siarkowski, Simonds, Wentworth, Zarrelli, Anadio 
                                                                                                                               Not Carried 0 Ayes - 6 Nays  
 
 
COUNCILWOMAN ROBIN WENTWORTH, 1ST WARD 
-Committee Report:  Finance Committee 
Councilwoman Wentworth advised that the Finance Committee meeting was held on August 22, 2013.  She 
noted that Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen & Deputy Commissioner Theresa Butkevitch were 
in attendance with information regarding the City’s Constitutional Tax Limit being discussed.  
Councilwoman Wentworth stated departmental capital improvement requests will be reviewed by the 
Finance Committee. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen noted recent NYS Comptroller Reports suggest outside auditing be 
done to review systems of internal control.  He suggested that although he has no concerns on how funds are 
received or distributed, he thought it was important for the City to pursue this outside audit and advised it 
could cost $10,000-$15,000.   
 

Mayor King and all members of the Council were in agreement that the Finance Committee should pursue 
this outside audit. 
 
-Committee Report:  Economic Development/Planning 
Councilwoman Wentworth advised that the Economic Development/Planning Committee meeting was held 
on August 22, 2013.  She noted that the Committee discussed the presentation scheduled by DPW Director 
Jones regarding the BOA Grant process. Other discussion included the need for the City to update its 
Comprehensive Plan.   
 

DPW DIRECTOR KEVIN JONES 
 

DPW Director Kevin Jones noted he would be on vacation September 9th through September 13th.  
 
-BOA Grant Discussion 
DPW Director Jones advised that the City of Johnstown has agreed to partner with the City of Gloversville 
on the BOA (Brownfield Opportunity Areas) Grant.  It was noted that Bergmann Associates would forward 
the necessary paperwork for Council approval with the approximate cost of $10,000 to be split between the 
two cities.  All Council members advised that they were in favor of working with Johnstown on this Grant 
opportunity. 
 
-Updating the City of Gloversville Comprehensive Plan 
DPW Director Jones advised that we have previously worked with engineers from Greenman Peterson, Inc. 
and added this company can assist the City with updating its Comprehensive Plan.  He suggested having the 
company quote two ways: around the proposed economic development surrounding Wal-Mart and as an in 
depth study of the downtown area.  He advised that if the City is awarded the BOA Grant, some of those 
funds could be used to update the Comprehensive Plan. 
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-Traffic Light at Kingsboro & Second Avenue Intersection 
DPW Director Jones advised that the concrete foundation for the traffic light & pole at the intersection of 
Kingsboro & 2nd Avenues has been set.  He noted that the concrete must set for 28 days before the pole and 
light can be installed.  It was noted that either a Crossing Guard or Police presence will monitor the area 
during school arrival/dismissals. 
 
-Paving Schedule 
DPW Director Jones advised that he expected the paving of designated streets in the City to be completed 
within two weeks.  It was noted that the millings from the paving projects will be kept by the City for use as 
needed. 
 
-S. Kingsboro to Wal-Mart Foot/Bicycle Traffic 
DPW Director Jones advised that he has had several inquiries about painting stripes as a foot traffic/bicycle 
lane on the side of the road on South Kingsboro Avenue from Steele Avenue to the new Wal-Mart store.  He 
advised that the cost to do so would be approximately $400 and would be completed within two weeks. 
 
-Loop Road to Overlook Ridge Apartments 
DPW Director Jones advised he was contacted by Dave Henderson that Kinderhook Development is not 
interested in signing over the loop road that leads to Overlook Ridge Apartments as was previously 
discussed. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
07/23/13 Regular Meeting  
08/01/13 Special Meeting 
08/12/13          Work Session 
 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes as a whole; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                  Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
GLOVERSVILLE AND THE GLOVERSVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR THE 
USE OF THE GLOVERSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR SMOKE DETECTOR 
AND CO ALARM INSPECTIONS AT DUBOIS GARDEN APARTMENTS  

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski  
                                                                                                                                      Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 

ER LL-2 LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 300-7 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING 
THE NUMBER OF UNITS FOR NEW MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.      
 
City Attorney Casale noted that the County Planning Board chose to take no position on the issue as being  
for it or against it.  He advised that the City Planning Board made the decision that they were against limiting  
the number of units for new multiple-family dwellings.  City Attorney Casale advised the Council that  
Councilman-at-Large Robinson was absent; with six members present there could be a tie if they chose to 
vote tonight and the Mayor would cast the tie-breaking vote. 
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Councilman Simonds commented that he did not agree with the decision made by the Gloversville Planning  
Board that this is a “knee jerk reaction” to a previously controversial project in considering this Local Law.    
He read from a prepared statement that the moratorium was established to give the Council and residents 
time to evaluate the policy and the code change in an R-1 district.  He added that the City has many vacant  
lots, buildings and mill sites around our downtown and manufacturing districts that are better suited for large 
apartment complexes.  He noted that the new Local Law reflects on the character of the neighborhoods  
zoned under an R-1 classification.   
 
Roll Call Vote began with Councilman Siarkowski 
Voting Aye:  Siarkowski, Simonds, Zarrelli, Mahoney 
Voting Nay:  Wentworth, Anadio 

  Carried 4 Ayes - 2 Nays 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 

City Attorney Casale asked for a Motion for an Executive Session to discuss Pending/Prospective Litigation. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      7:29PM – 7:55PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion at 7:29PM for an Executive Session to discuss Prospective/Pending 
Litigation; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                                                         Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion allowing the City Attorney to be present in the Executive 
Session; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                                                           Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go out of Executive Session at 7:50PM to form an Ad Hoc 
Committee for the proposed SMART Water/Sewer Project; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.        
                                                                                                                                      Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

It was decided that the Smart Water/Sewer Ad Hoc Committee will consist of:  Councilwoman Wentworth, 
Councilwoman Anadio, Councilman Simonds, DPW Director Kevin Jones and Commissioner of Finance 
Bruce Van Genderen. 
 
Motion to go back into Executive Session made by Councilwoman Wentworth at 7:54PM; seconded by 
Councilman Siarkowski.                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:55PM; seconded by 
Councilman Siarkowski.                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55PM; seconded by Councilwoman 
Anadio.                                                                                                                         Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Semione, City Clerk        
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