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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2014 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

C I T Y   O F F I C I A L S 
Mayor Dayton J. King – absent 

Councilwoman Robin Wentworth - Presiding 
 

  Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - absent 
    Ward 1 - Robin Wentworth  - present 
    Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - absent 
    Ward 3 - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
    Ward 4 - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 
    Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - absent 
    Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 
Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen  
 

Department Heads Absent:  Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, Transit Director Bill Walrath  
 

Department Head Vacancy:  Fire Chief 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth called the meeting to order at 6:03PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                            4 Present    
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

SPEAKERS                                                                                                                            6:05PM – 6:52PM 
 

Speaking regarding the Council/Manager form of government included: 
 

Jerry Faiella  Executive Director of NYS City/County Management Association (NYSCMA) 
 

Jason Molino  City Manager for Batavia, NY 
   Secretary/Treasurer of NYSCMA 
 

Meredith Robson City Administrator for Beacon, NY 
   President of NYSCMA 
 

Bob McEvoy  Schenectady County Manager 
   Director of Policy & Government Affairs of NYSCMA 
 

John Burin  Retired City Manager for Elmira, NY 
 
 

Jerry Faiella stated topics to be discussed will include the perception of:  
   Does a City Manager take away from a resident’s interaction with city officials? 
   How does a City Manager help the municipality with finances? 
   How does a City Manager work with various Supervisors? 
 
 

He encouraged those seeking more information on the Council/Manager form of government to refer to the 
website at ICMA.org.   Resumes were provided for J. Faiella, J. Molino, M. Robson and J. Burin and are 
included with the minutes as permanent record. 
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Meredith Robson stated that the City Manager ensures residents receive information objectively which 
actually strengthens their connection with City officials. She noted that the governing body forms the vision 
and sets the direction for the City with the City Manager helping to facilitate the Common Council mission.  
She advised that residency requirements vary by municipality. 
 

Jason Molino, stated that Batavia is similar in size and demographics to Gloversville, adding that he grew 
up in Johnstown.  He advised that in his position as City Manager he ensures that the Common Council is 
aware of the resources and guidance department heads require which maximizes their job performance.  Mr. 
Molino stated that in his capacity he is the chief negotiator with Union officials.  Mr. Molino shared that 
currently he is the lowest paid City Manager in the state with a salary of $87,000.  He noted that he has no 
contract, his term is determined by the governing body, and he has a six-month severance package.  He 
relayed that Assistant or Deputy City Managers generally make $65,000 to $79,000. 
 

John Burin stated that when he was the City Manager for Elmira he worked with department heads to assist 
in consolidating their workload and he was responsible for making recommendations that the Council 
wanted to see fulfilled.  He advised that it is important to review new hire agreements and work with 
department heads to spend their budgets prudently.  Mr. Burin stated that Elmira had a part-time Mayor that 
was paid $10,500 and was generally in one day per week.  He advised that his salary before retirement was 
$111,000 which included a three-month severance package.    
 

Bob McEvoy, Schenectady County Manager advised that many City Managers are students from 
Rockefeller College of Public Affairs & Policy at the University at Albany.  He noted this is a profession 
with a strict code of ethics and requires forty hours of professional development continued education training 
yearly. 
 

All speakers relayed their availability to assist in sharing information with the public in a question/answer 
forum regarding the Council/Manager form of government. 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                              6:52PM – 6:56PM 
 

Charles Potter provided the Council with a 2nd Quarter update regarding the Gloversville Senior Center.   He 
noted that a recent glove fundraiser netted $1,058.26.  Mr. Potter advised that the Center is ensuring 
accountability by having a system of checks and balances including three required signatures on larger 
expenditures.  He noted that the Senior Center hopes to partner with the Boy’s & Girl’s Club to use their 
facility via a rental Agreement and overall, the senior citizens served are happy with the services provided. 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                              6:56PM – 7:02PM 
 

David Anderson stated that he was displeased that the City did not contact him after he spoke in April of 
2013 regarding a proposed war dog memorial at Veteran’s Park.  He relayed his opinion that the Veteran 
Committee in Gloversville did not seem to want to work with him and he was approached by the Town of 
Florida to build the monument there, which he has since done. 
 

DPW Director Kevin Jones advised that he left several messages for Mr. Anderson on his answering 
machine; however, calls were not returned. 
 

SPEAKERS                                                                                                                            7:02PM – 7:12PM 
 

Davis Yohe and Julia Flynn of Liberty Affordable Housing along with associates Steven Smith and Nick 
Zabawsky spoke regarding funding for the proposed Estee School project to build senior housing. It was 
relayed that in 2013 only 1/3 of the submitted applications received funding statewide from the NYS Homes 
& Community Renewal Agency with only two in the Mohawk Valley being approved.  It was noted that 
Liberty will once again apply for the funding in the fall and would hear the decision somewhere around May 
of 2015.  The group stated they were looking for ways to strengthen their application; which would include 
the $250,000 recently received on a Federal level from Senator Hugh Farley and tonight’s proposed 
Resolution to apply for $400,000 for a Community Development Grant. 
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SPEAKER                                                                                                                              7:12PM – 7:30PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow Harley Fuller to speak regarding his 
proposed summer basketball league at Darling Field; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
                        Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Harley Fuller stated that he was a Gloversville resident and asked if the City Attorney had an update on a 
Contract with the City for his proposed adult summer basketball league at Darling Field.  He noted the 
league would serve approximately 64 players between the ages of 19-49.  He asked if games could be played 
after the allowed 9PM City Code states extending to approximately 9:50PM two nights per week.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that Mr. Fuller previously suggested locking into a Contract with the City 
until 2017; however, stated that a long-term Contract is not recommended as it would lock future Council’s 
into  a previous Council’s decision.   
 

DPW Director Jones expressed he was unsure if the lights around the basketball courts were in working 
order.  
 

City Attorney Casale advised that if the basketball courts were going to be used after 9PM it would be 
necessary to change City Code.  He added that the proposed Contract was drawn up as a youth league 
utilizing the City Park and would need to be revised.  
 

Mr. Fuller stated he was unsure what the difference would be for youths or adults as long as it was a 
recreational activity that was positive for the community. 
 

Attorney Casale explained that an adult league would require a standard lease whereas a youth league could 
be worded as a trade of services.  The City Attorney inquired if Mr. Fuller still wanted to proceed. 
 

Mr. Fuller advised that he has a Certificate of Insurance and would need to look into this further as he 
wanted to begin the adult league on June 30th.  He noted that the games are over with by 9PM; however, 
additional time would be required to cleanup sponsorship banners that are hung on fencing.   
 

Police Chief Van Deusen advised that leniency to cleanup could be allowed as long as the game was 
completed by 9PM.   He asked Mr. Fuller to advise the Police Department of game dates/times so that the 
area could be patrolled. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow the City Attorney to amend the Contract for the Summer 
League to change the description from a youth league to an adult league and to also change the term to 
yearly and cut off time to play ball to 9PM; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.     Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
                         
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the amended Contract for the Summer 
Basketball League at Darling Field; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                 Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
                         
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
                        Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

PUBLIC SESSION  
 

Councilwoman Wentworth advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city  business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council 
member, city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  
Personally offensive, abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth opened the Public Session at 7:30PM.     
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Billie Jo Lair stated that she was a resident of Broadalbin and was there to ask the Council to consider a 
reversal of a denied request for a handicapped sign in front of a house in Gloversville for Lisa Bargee & 
Albert Foster.  She stated that other tenants in the building make it difficult for this couple to park in the 
driveway without being blocked in.  She expressed that one person (the Police Chief) should not be the sole 
decision maker in the process. 
 
Jan Ryder stated that she was a resident of Orange Street in Gloversville and that she was concerned about 
the Mayor and Councilman-at-Large not being in attendance at the meeting.  She expressed that she was not 
in agreement with the Mayor having a full time job elsewhere when he was elected by City residents to be 
Mayor in a full time capacity. 
 
Robert Castiglione stated he was a resident of Forest Hill Towers in Gloversville and commended 
Councilwomen Wentworth and Anadio on bringing speakers to the meeting to offer information regarding 
the Council/Manager form of government.  He stated that he would like the Public Safety Committee to start 
working on the viable option of cross training Police and Fire Department employees and added that it is a 
worthy topic to be considered to save the City money.   
 

No one else chose to speak and Councilwoman Wentworth closed the Public Session at 7:40PM. 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                    WRANDY SIARKOWSKI 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilman Simonds performed the June 19th, 2014 Audit covering the 
period May 23, 2014 through June 19, 2014.  The following report was read by Councilman Siarkowski: 
 

A-General Fund    $1,019,840.33 
G-Sewer Fund     $   308,818.54 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $1,198,815.32 
T&A Fund     $   864,161.69 
 TOTAL    $3,391,635.88 
 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to approve the audit; seconded by Councilman Mahoney.   
                                   Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that the Mayor had a request for a Motion for an Executive Session to 
discuss the proposed acquisition of real property on the Agenda.  She asked the City Attorney if we would be 
moving forward with this and was advised that it would not be held tonight. 
 
COUNCILMAN ARTHUR SIMONDS/WARD 2 
 -Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Councilman Simonds advised that the Public Safety Committee would meet on July 7th at 6:30PM in the 
Lounge.  He encouraged the public to attend. 
 
DPW DIRECTOR KEVIN JONES  
 -2014 CHIPS Paving   
DPW Director Kevin Jones advised that the City would be utilizing $357,300 of CHIPS funding to double 
chip seal the roads this year (spray application of binder with embedment of a layer of aggregate; then 
repeated).  He noted that the City will not be completing the new mandate to make sidewalks ADA 
compliant while paving as there are details to be worked out by the State.  A list of proposed streets to be 
paved was distributed to the Council and the media and is included with the minutes as permanent record. 
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-Hill Street Bridge Update   
DPW Director Kevin Jones stated that he is meeting with NYS DOT and representatives from the Federal 
Highway Commission for a pre-construction meeting for the Hill Street Bridge replacement project.  It was 
relayed that demolition/construction of the new bridge is slated to begin in the first week of July. 
 
CITY ASSESSOR JONI DENNIE  
 -Equalization Rate   
City Assessor Dennie stated that in years 2009-2013 the NYS Real Property Department set the equalization 
rate for the City at 100%, the rate in 2014 was 105.9% and the proposed rate for 2015 is 108%.   She noted 
that the rate is based on the sale price of houses in the area versus the assessed value rate and added that the 
equalization rate affects the City’s constitutional tax limit and preferably should be at the 100% rate.  
Assessor Dennie advised that she contested the 2015 proposed rate of 108% and was advised by e-mail 
(pending a formal Board meeting in August) that the rate would be lowered to 100%.  She noted that she was 
pleased that she completed the paperwork to challenge the high rate to get the rate to the preferred 
percentage. 
 

All Council members thanked Assessor Dennie for her diligence in doing the best for the City. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

05/27/14  Regular Meeting 
06/10/14 Work Session Meeting 
        

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes as a whole; seconded by 
Councilman Siarkowski.                                                                                              Carried 4 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
LEGISLATION 
 

Intro O-1    
ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 284, SECTION 79, 
ESTABLISHING A STOP SIGN ON EAGLE ST. AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH PARK ST.  

Motion made by Councilwoman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.    
                      Carried 4 Ayes – 0 Nays 
Intro O-2    

ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 284, SECTION 79, 
ESTABLISHING A STOP SIGN ON E. PINE ST. AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH PARK ST.  

Motion to amend Resolution to read: a STOP sign from 04/01 – 12/01 & a YIELD sign from 12/1 – 04/01  
made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                    Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Motion to vote on as amended made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.     
                                                                                                                                      Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Intro R-1    
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 
BUDGET MODIFICATION RELATED TO THE BOY’S & GIRL’S CLUB 

Motion to Table Resolution due to sponsor not being present & City Attorney noting Resolution 
content was in violation of NYS Law made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman 
Anadio.                                                                                                                         Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays  
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Intro R-2    
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
GLOVERSVILLE AND THE FULTON COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT FOR 
PLANNING SERVICES IN 2015 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.      Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Intro R-3    
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF A HUD COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE ESTEE APARTMENTS 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.      Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-4    

RESOLUTION APPOINTING A COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS/KELLY HERBA 
Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.      Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Intro R-5    
RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH POLLING PLACES 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Mahoney.         Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
                                                                                                                               
MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to schedule a Public Hearing for 6PM on July 22nd to move 
forward with the Council/Manager form of government; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
                                                                                                                                     Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Siarkowski noted that last summer the Council discussed downtown businesses that violate City 
Code by leaving sandwich boards on the sidewalks after business hours.  He noted the situation is occurring 
again this year and should be addressed.  
 

Police Chief Van Deusen stated that he would work with the City Attorney and Code Enforcement Officer to 
remedy this situation.  
 

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                  7:54PM                                                                            
 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:54PM; seconded by Councilman 
Siarkowski.                                                                                                                   Carried 4 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Susan Semione, City Clerk    
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