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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 28, 2013 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

C I T Y   O F F I C I A L S 
Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 

 

  Councilman-At-Large  - James H. Robinson  - present 
    Ward 1  - Robin Wentworth  - present 
    Ward 2  - Arthur Simonds  - present 
    Ward 3  - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
    Ward 4  - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 
    Ward 5  - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
    Ward 6  - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 
Department Heads Present: City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan Semione, Commissioner of 
Finance Bruce Van Genderen, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief Beth Whitman-Putnam, Police Chief 
Donald VanDeusen 
 
Department Heads Absent:  Assessor Joni Dennie (Grievance Day) and Transit Director Bill Walrath 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                            7 Present    
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PUBLIC HEARING                                 PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CITY CODE SECTION 190 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing at 6:03PM regarding the proposed amendment to Gloversville City 
Code Section 190 relative to special events at City Parks and Recreation areas.   
 

No one else chose to speak and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:05PM. 
 

SPEAKER                                                         JAMES MRAZ, FULTON CO. PLANNING DIRECTOR 
 

James Mraz, Fulton County Planning Director spoke regarding the proposed Fulton County “Smart Waters” 
Program.   He stated that the Board of Supervisors (BOS) recently put out a RFP for a Consultant to prepare 
a model for a regional water & sewer system.  He noted that bids are due June 12th and a Consultant would 
be hired in July with a target date of October for completion of a County model plan.  He advised that 
currently in Fulton County there are six separate municipal water systems and 5 separate municipal sewers.  
Mr. Mraz asked if there were any questions. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth inquired why the BOS made the decision to put out the RFP before speaking with 
the municipalities who have water & sewer. 
 

Mr. Mraz replied that the RFP will assess the feasibility of a County system and noted that the water and 
sewer systems can only be acquired from each municipality through cooperation with all involved.  He noted 
that after the RFP is received, the BOS will assess if this is a plan of action that is economically feasible to 
discuss with the Cities/Towns/Villages. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski asked when the idea for countywide water/sewer was first discussed. 



                                     MINUTES – Common Council Meeting 05/28/13 

 2 

 

Mr. Mraz noted that the issue itself was brought up approximately 25 years ago; however, the RFP 
discussion by the BOS was discussed several months ago.  Mr. Mraz noted that Saratoga County has Global 
Foundries in Malta which was built in a remote area.  He noted benefits of the partnership with surrounding 
areas include sales and property tax. 
 

Mayor King asked how the countywide water/sewer system is beneficial to Gloversville. 
 

John Stead, Administrative Officer/Clerk of the BOS advised that this concept has been discussed for many 
years at regional economic symposiums and added that if things are done regionally, everyone shares.   He 
stressed the importance of Fulton County as a region moving forward for all to benefit.  Mr. Stead noted that 
each City/Town/Village must assess their needs for their infrastructure to grow and added this proposed 
concept is simply in the preliminary stages. 
 

All six BOS members representing Gloversville were in attendance and made the following statements: 
 

Marie Born/Ward 1-BOS reported that she is on the Fulton Co. Buildings & Grounds Committee.  She 
stated that there needs to be economic growth to save the County.  She noted that all Cities/Towns/Villages 
in Fulton County have something to offer our community and added that it is time to move forward and look 
at what the study tells us. 
 

Frank Lauria/Ward 2-BOS asked the City for trust from their BOS representatives.  He stated that he 
thought Gloversville could gain from a plan/vision for the future.  He expressed that perhaps the BOS 
process to put out the RFP may have not been executed in the best way possible and asked that bickering 
stop between the municipality’s representatives and the County BOS.  He stated he wanted to position the 
City for 10 years in the future.  
 

Michael Gendron/Ward 3-BOS stated that he was a lifelong City resident and noted he would not make a 
decision to hurt this City.  He stated he is looking out for the City’s future.  
 

Charles Potter/Ward 4-BOS stated that he was the only Gloversville Supervisor who did not vote for the 
RFP study.  He noted it was put together with ill-conceived communication to the parties who will be 
involved.  Mr. Potter stated that he would like to extend the olive branch to ask that City representatives 
consider the information reported in the study. 
 

Michael Ponticello/Ward 5-BOS advised that he is on the Fulton Co. Buildings & Grounds Committee.  He 
stated that we need to be in this together and it was important for the proposal to be looked at.  He urged 
municipalities to work with the County. 
 

Richard Ottalagano/Ward 6-BOS advised that the water department has the capacity to provide 8 million 
gallons of water and we currently are using only a small percentage of that amount; calling the City’s unused 
water “blue gold”.   He stressed that the City is not making use of resources that we have. 
 

SPEAKER                                             GRANT PRESTON, FRONTIER COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Grant Preston of Frontier Communications advised that he has been working with the City Electrician on 
updating the City’s phone system.  He noted that the proposal Frontier submitted is $50 higher than Time-
Warner’s; however, cautioned Time-Warner may need to replace phones in the City at an additional cost of 
$17,000.   
 

Councilwoman Anadio noted that Time-Warner is offering to run fiber optic lines to the building.  She asked 
that he present his proposal to the established Committee that is working on updating the City’s phone 
system and advised that she would set up a date for the meeting with all parties involved and advise him of 
the time/place.   
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PUBLIC SESSION  
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city  business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct  remarks or questions directly to any specific Council 
member, city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  
Personally offensive, abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 7:08PM.     
 

Amos Lopresti of Montgomery Street noted that he was interested in purchasing City-owned vacant land at 
94 Washington Street but thought that the Council’s suggested price of $2,800 was excessive.  He asked the 
Council’s consideration that he would clean up the property and make it look better and to offer the property 
for a minimum bid of $500. 
 

Karen Smith, BID President noted that BID has been working with DPW and the Police Chief on a 
downtown safety campaign to get vehicles to yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.  She noted that BID’s next 
campaign will be Anti-Littering. 
 

Police Chief Van Deusen noted that his department would prefer compliance rather than enforcement and 
hoped that driver’s understood the importance of yielding to pedestrians. 
   

Richard Sleezer of Woodside Avenue stated that he would like to address the issue of kids who ride bikes 
and skate boards without helmets.  He asked that the Police Department charge a $5 fee to inspect bikes for 
safety. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow exchange of dialogue; seconded by 
Councilwoman Wentworth.                                                                                          Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King noted that while it is important to help children be safe in the City it is equally as important for 
parents to step up to assist their own children to make safe and wise choices. 
 

Police Chief Van Deusen noted that his department does talk to children who ride their bikes in a reckless 
manner; however, a ticket cannot be issued to a person under the age of 16.  He added that most children that 
are spoken to will not tell you their names or where they live.  The Chief stated that in order for the Court to 
consider a Police issued ticket his department needs to prove that a parent had knowledge of their children’s 
unsafe acts and chose to allow it.      
 

Mr. Sleezer noted that he will not stop his crusade for children until they are all safe. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilwoman 
Wentworth.                                                                                                                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Bruce Logan Barclay of the Recreation Commission suggested children pay $5 to have their bikes 
inspected by a Police Officer along with taking a bike safety training course offered by the Police 
Department.  
 

Doug Edwards, former Gloversville Fire Chief expressed concern with the BOS plan to have a County 
water/sewer system.  He offered three suggestions for the City:  stay as is, have Gloversville and Johnstown 
become one city or have all Cities/Towns/Villages consolidate as a County entity with one DPW/Fire/Police 
Department.  He asked that no changes be made until extensive research is done. 
 

Robert Castiglione of Forest Hill Towers stated that the road to annexation is the road to ruin.  He asked if 
the Mayor or Council Members understood economics and asked what the eight of them have done to 
manifest growth in the City. 
 
No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 7:30PM. 
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AUDIT                                                             COUNCILWOMAN ANADIO    
 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Anadio performed the May 23, 2013 Audit covering 
period 04/18/13 – 05/23/13.  The following was reported: 
 

A-General Fund     $      1,160,708.78 
G-Sewer Fund                                             51.270.02 
H-Capital Projects Fund          7,585.37 
T & A Fund                               481,351.69 
TOTAL     $      1,700,915.86   
            
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit, seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 
                                                                                             Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

MAYOR DAYTON KING 
  -Basketball Court at Darling Field-School District Request 
Mayor King noted that discussion at a recent Gloversville School Board meeting addressed the City taking 
over the basketball courts owned by the school district at Darling Field.  He advised that he was not 
interested in doing so and asked for Council input. 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson stated he thought it would be good for the City to take ownership of the 
basketball courts.  He added that the Recreation Commission could use the basketball courts for events to be 
held at Darling Field. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that she agreed with the Mayor to not take ownership of the courts and 
added that we have parks within the City that we have had problems in maintaining such as the tennis courts 
at Darling Field, City parks/playgrounds and the basketball courts on E. Fulton Street. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli opted against taking ownership of the courts at Darling Field unless Grant money was 
available for their repair and maintenance. 
 

Mayor King advised that he would contact Superintendent Vanyo and notify him that the City was not 
interested in ownership of the basketball courts at Darling Field. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN ROBIN WENTWORTH/1ST WARD 
  -Committee Report: Economic Development & Planning  
Councilwoman Robin Wentworth provided a report for the Economic Development and Planning Committee 
meeting held on 05/22/13 with the Town of Johnstown.  Minutes were submitted to the Clerk as permanent 
record of the meeting which discussed the Cooperative Development Agreement and the Inter-Municipal 
Agreement between the City and Town.  She noted it was agreed that the City and Town representatives 
should meet on a regular basis with their next meeting scheduled for June 26th at 6pm at Johnstown’s Town 
Hall. 
 
   -Committee Report: Finance 
Councilwoman Wentworth noted that departments continue to update their fixed assets lists.  She asked that 
a Petty Cash Resolution be prepared that shows the dollar amount in that account. 
 

City Attorney Casale advised he would prepare the Resolution. 
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   -Recreation Commission 
Councilwoman Wentworth noted that at some meetings the Recreation Commission does not have a quorum 
for a vote and asked the Mayor to appoint Christine Benson to fill a vacancy.   
 

Mayor King noted he has several persons interested in being on the Recreation Commission and he would 
make an appointment at the next meeting.  He advised that he would forward the applications he has to the 
Council for their review. 
 
 
COUNCILMAN ARTHUR SIMONDS/2ND WARD 
  -Committee Report:  Public Safety & General Services 
Councilman Arthur Simonds advised he would provide the minutes for the May 16th meetings of the Public 
Safety and General Services Committees at the June 11th meeting.  
 
   
COUNCILMAN JAY ZARRELLI/5TH WARD 
  -Ethics Board Referendum 
Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to schedule a Public Hearing for the Ethics Board Referendum for June 
11th; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to have the Board of Elections put the Ethics Board Referendum on the 
November ballot; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.                                        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY ANTHONY CASALE 
  -Blight Committee: Proposed changes to City Code Section 300-7-Residence District 
City Attorney Casale noted he will prepare a Local Law to be presented to the County and City Planning 
Boards that would amend City Code Section 300-7-Residence District that would address the issue of multi-
unit dwellings in the City.  He noted that once the County and City Planning Boards had reviewed the Local 
Law a Public Hearing would need to be scheduled to finalize the process. 
 
 -Resolutions Four & Five on Agenda regarding sale of City-owned property 
City Attorney Casale noted that the bidder interested in 131 Division Street is no longer interested 
(Resolution 4) and the interested party in 94 Washington Street (Resolution 5) has asked for a substantially 
reduced minimum bid.  He asked the Council if they wanted to Table these Resolutions or advertise these 
parcels. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski noted there is no advantage to the City keeping the parcels if no tax dollars are being 
collected.  
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson asked that the Council stay consistent with the formula established by the 
Assessor of 45% of the assessed value. 
 

Attorney Casale noted that if the City has no present or foreseeable use for the property the City must 
establish a fair market value that cannot suggest a low dollar amount.  
 
 -Request for an Executive Session 
Attorney Casale asked for a Motion at the end of the meeting to discuss Pending/Prospective Litigation with 
him and the Commissioner of Finance being allowed to attend. 
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DPW DIRECTOR KEVIN JONES 
  -Street Resurfacing Program 
DPW Director Kevin Jones noted that Resolution 3 on the Agenda will allow the City to put out to bid its 
2013 street resurfacing program. 
 

  -Proposed Dedication of Santos Drive 
DPW Director Jones stated that the street leading to the Kinderhook project (Overlook Apartments) has been 
dedicated as Santos Drive and asked the Council if they were interested in making it a City-owned road or 
keeping it as the apartment project driveway.  He noted the City would receive additional CHIP’s funding for 
owning the road. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth expressed concern with the City maintaining the storm drain pond on East State 
Street.   
 

DPW Director Jones noted that he would ensure it was in writing that the City is not interested in owning or 
maintaining the storm drain pond. 
 

-Traffic Study Update 
DPW Director Jones noted he met with Council Members Anadio, Siarkowski and Simonds this week about 
a change to the proposed access road on Route 30N.  He noted that Greenman-Pederson suggested moving 
the road placement slightly and the change would be submitted to NYS DOT at no additional cost to the City 
for the Traffic Study. 
  
POLICE CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN 
  -Request for an Executive Session at End of Meeting 
Police Chief Donald VanDeusen requested a Motion be made for an Executive Session at the end of the 
meeting to discuss the Employment History of a Particular Person.  He asked that he along with the City 
Attorney be allowed in the Executive Session. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
04/23/13 Regular Meeting  
05/14/13 Work Session 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Council Meeting minutes for 04/23/13 and 05/14/13 
as a whole; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                          Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
Intro LL-1 LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE CITY ZONING MAP REGARDING PROPERTIES 

LOCATED AT 36 FOURTH AVENUE, 68 YALE STREET, 55 THIRD AVENUE AND 
57 THIRD AVENUE  

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  
Roll Call vote began with Councilwoman Anadio. 
Voting Aye:  Anadio, Mahoney, Robinson, Siarkowski, Simonds, Wentworth, Zarrelli 
Voting Nay:                                                 Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 

Intro R-1 RESOLUTION AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 190 
RELATIVE TO SPECIAL EVENTS AT PARKS & RECREATION AREAS   

Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
Councilwoman Wentworth noted the City Clerk would approve the requests for special use of a City Park 
with the required Certificate of Insurance with the exclusion of weddings.                Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
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Intro R-2 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN CONTINUING 

AGREEMENTS WITH NYS DOT FOR SECTION 5311 ANNUAL OPERATING 
ASSISTANCE GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR GLOVERSVILLE TRANSIT SYSTEM 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.  
                                                                                                                                      Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays     
 

Intro R-3 RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS FOR RESURFACING OF CITY 
STREETS 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays     
 
Intro R-4 RESOLUTION TO PLACE 131 DIVISION STREET PARCEL OUT TO BID 
Motion to Table Resolution made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth. 
                                                                                                                                      Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays    
 
Intro R-5 RESOLUTION TO PLACE 94 WASHINGTON STREET PARCEL OUT TO BID 
Motion to Table Resolution made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilman Simonds.   
                                                                                                                                      Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                    8:15PM – 8:40PM 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion at 8:04PM for the first Executive Session to discuss 
Prospective/Pending Litigation; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion allowing the City Attorney and Commissioner of Finance to be 
present in the first Executive Session; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion for a second Executive Session to discuss the Employment 
History of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion allowing the City Attorney and Police Chief to be present in the 
second Executive Session; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                                Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

After a brief recess, the first Executive Session began at 8:15PM. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to end the first Executive Session at 8:25PM; seconded by 
Councilman Siarkowski.                                                                                               Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to begin the second Executive Session at 8:27PM; seconded by 
Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                                                Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 8:39PM; seconded by 
Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                                                Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40PM; seconded by Councilman 
Zarrelli.                                                                                                                         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
                                                  , City Clerk   
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