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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2013 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

C I T Y   O F F I C I A L S 
Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 

 

  Councilman-At-Large  - James H. Robinson  - present 
    Ward 1  - Robin Wentworth  - present 
    Ward 2  - Arthur Simonds  - present 
    Ward 3  - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
    Ward 4  - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 
    Ward 5  - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
    Ward 6  - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 
Department Heads Present: Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk 
Susan Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, DPW Director Kevin Jones, 
Fire Chief Beth Whitman-Putnam, Police Chief Donald VanDeusen, Transit Director Bill 
Walrath 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                  7 Present    
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

Mayor King asked that John Blaney a nine-year old City child killed in a recent accident be 
remembered and to also remember the victims of the Boston Marathon tragedy.   
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                     PROPOSED ORDINANCE FOR NELSON STREET 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing at 6:03PM regarding the proposed Ordinance amending 
Gloversville City Code Section 284-81 establishing no parking on the West side of Nelson 
Street; entire length, year round. 
 

Brian Belknap of 12 Nelson Street spoke in favor of the Ordinance.   
 

Beau Kicinski stated he lives on the corner of 8th Avenue and Nelson Street.  He suggested 
that it would be better to have no parking on the East side of Nelson Street.   
 

No one else chose to speak and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:05PM. 
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SPEAKER                                                                                                                 EJ GALLUP 
 

Mayor King noted that EJ Gallup was called out of town and asked to be added to the Work 
Session Meeting on May 14, 2013 as a speaker. 
 
 
 

SPEAKERS                                                               VINCENT DeSANTIS & TIM MATTICE 
 

Vincent DeSantis and Tim Mattice representing the Fremont Street Community Garden spoke 
regarding the desire to expand the current size of the area used for gardening.  It was 
noted that a chain link fence would surround three sides and a fence with gates would be 
along the sidewalk.   Mr. DeSantis advised that space would be distributed by individual 
sections and there would be a large area for production crops to be sold at the Farmer’s 
Market with funds received invested into the garden area. Mr. DeSantis expressed that a 
community garden provides social cohesiveness. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth asked if the garden was to be utilized by persons in that 
neighborhood. 
 

Mr. DeSantis advised that the area is open to anyone with a desire to have a gardening space. 
 

City Attorney Casale noted that he would work with Vincent DeSantis on a liability waiver. 
 
 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                   HARLEY FULLER 
 

Harley Fuller advised that he represents the Upstate Elite Basketball Organization and 
wished to sponsor three separate summer leagues in July/August 2013 at Darling Field.  He 
noted that the basketball court at Darling Field is owned by the Gloversville School District; 
however, asked that the City fill cracks or repave the court as well as paint necessary lines.   
 

Councilwomen Anadio and Wentworth inquired as to why Mr. Fuller was asking the City to 
pave a basketball court owned by the School District and asked if he approached them. 
 

Mr. Fuller stated that he thought that City workers paved the court in 2010. 
 

Mayor King noted the City should partner with activities generated for adults and children. 
 

DPW Director Kevin Jones noted that he would provide the Council at the next meeting a 
separate cost to seal the lot/pave the lot/paint the lines on the court. 
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SPEAKER                                                                                              DAVID ANDERSON 
 

Mayor King asked for a Motion to set the rules aside for David Anderson to speak in regard 
to a War Dog Memorial. 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to set the rules aside allowing David Anderson 
to speak regarding a War Dog Memorial; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 
                                                                                                         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

David Anderson stated he lives in Broadalbin and is representing the Gloversville American 
Legion.  Anderson presented a proposal to build a War Dog Memorial in the Veteran’s 
Memorial Park on Kingsboro Avenue where the park has six monuments representing each 
military branch.  The proposed stone would match the other black marble material with 
graphics to include a ten inch circle that would have a dog with a tear in its eye with an eagle 
and an American flag in the background.  Mr. Anderson noted that dogs have been used in 
combat since Roman times and noted 4,000 dogs were deployed in the Vietnam War with 320 
of them dying in combat.  He estimated that 10,000 American lives and millions of dollars in 
equipment in Vietnam were saved.  He advised that the expense for the monument to the City 
would be zero as an anonymous donation was received for the project and looked forward to 
the day when the memorial was dedicated.   
 

The Common Council along with the Mayor supported the proposed War Dog Memorial.   
 

DPW Director Jones stated that he would work with Mr. Anderson as to the 
logistics/location/layout for the placement of the memorial; which would also include working 
with the Historic Preservation Review Board for their input. 
 

Mr. Anderson concluded by extending an open invitation for the public to view a film entitled 
Restrepo; filmed by National Geographic in Afghanistan at a date/time to be determined. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays                                                                                                                                                   
         
 
PUBLIC SESSION  
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

 Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city 
 business will be permitted to speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct 
 remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, city official, or presiding 
 officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting. Personally 
 offensive, abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:42PM.     
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Ralph Sammarco of Saratoga Boulevard advised the Council that three issues call him to 
speak at meetings:  quality of life, safety and misuse of taxpayer dollars.   He noted road 
conditions are terrible in regard to manhole covers adding that the issue has been ignored 
for years.  He noted DPW is underappreciated and understaffed and suggested contracting 
out to have this service done on Main and Fulton Streets.  The other issue discussed was his 
disapproval of an ice cream vendor in front of the grade schools at dismissal time.  He 
advised that the trucks are in no parking zones and thought it created a dangerous situation. 
 

Richard Sleezer of Woodside Avenue asked for assistance in protecting City children as 
they are sometimes reckless.  He noted many years ago the Police Department inspected 
bicycle brakes for 25 cents.  He additionally asked for assistance in getting children to wear 
their boots and coats as it is important that they are taken care of. 
 

Linda Thompson of East Pine Street asked the Council to consider a no parking Ordinance on 
the even side of Pine Street. 
 

Jason Thompson advised that he represented Kingsboro Golf Course & Mulligan’s Restaurant.  
He asked for consideration to hook into the City’s sewer system as their system is in failing 
condition.   He noted that the structure is located in the Town of Johnstown; however, a part 
of the property is located in the City along Country Club Drive. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion waiving the rules allowing dialogue between the 
Council & Mr. Thompson; seconded by Councilman Simonds.              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King advised that he received a letter from Charles Ackerbauer regarding the issue 
and forwarded it to the DPW Director.  The Mayor asked if the Council was desirous to 
annex the property into the City. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli advised that Stewart’s Convenience Store made a similar request and 
traditionally the Town of Johnstown was not in favor of annexing property into the City. 
 

City Attorney Casale advised that both the City of Gloversville and City of Johnstown needed 
to agree to allow any new hook up into the Joint Wastewater Treatment facility.  He added 
that the Town of Johnstown would then need to agree to annex the property.   
 

Several Council Members expressed that they had not received a copy of the letter and that 
this was the first time they had heard of the issue regarding Kingsboro GC and Mulligan’s. 
 

Councilman Mahoney asked what Ward abuts this property with the Town. 
 

It was determined that Country Club Drive was in the sixth ward. 
 

Mayor King advised that the Council would receive a copy of the letter and he would have the 
City Attorney research the issue for the next meeting. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:53PM. 
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AUDIT                                                             COUNCILWOMAN ANADIO    
 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Anadio performed the April 18, 2013 Audit 
covering period 03/21/13 – 04/18/13.  The following was reported: 
 

A-General Fund     $      1,136.504.87 
G-Sewer Fund                                 98,535.66 
H-Capital Projects Fund             3,011.23 
T & A Fund                               534,136.65 
TOTAL     $       1,772,188.41   
            
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit, seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 
                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

MAYOR DAYTON KING 
  -Banners downtown across Main Street for events 
Mayor King noted that he received a request from Judy Ferraro to hang a banner on Main 
Street for an upcoming 50th Class Reunion.  He noted that the City does not own the buildings 
where brackets formerly were attached to the old masonry and added that the City will not 
pay a structural engineer to perform a study to do so.  The Mayor noted that the building 
owner would have to assume liability for any damage incurred if the banner fell. 
 

Councilman Mahoney asked if BID was interested in paying a structural engineer to choose a 
building on Main Street to hang banners from. 
 

Mayor King noted that BID President Karen Smith was in the audience and asked for a 
Motion to waive the rules allowing her to address the issue. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion allowing Karen Smith to speak regarding the issue; 
seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                                                      Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

BID President Karen Smith noted the topic was discussed at a recent meeting and it was 
decided that BID will not fund a structural engineer or assume liability for banners in the 
BID area.  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
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COUNCILWOMAN ROBIN WENTWORTH/1ST WARD 
  -Fulton Railroad Properties Corporation 
Councilwoman Robin Wentworth noted that the Fulton Railroad Properties Corporation was 
founded in 1990.  She advised three representatives from the City of Gloversville 
(Robinson/Anadio/Wentworth) & City of Johnstown (Gifford/Cole/Kortz) make up the 
current Board.  She noted that a piece of property which runs through Montgomery County 
at the edge of the Industrial Park in Johnstown was purchased many years ago for $33,000 
(Gloversville paying 60%/Johnstown 40%) in anticipation it could be needed for the Joint 
Wastewater Treatment Facility.  It was relayed that if the property is to be sold the 
decision would be made by the six Board members. 
 

City Attorney Casale noted he has information regarding the topic to be discussed in a 
proposed Executive Session for prospective/pending litigation at the end of the meeting. 
 
City Code Chapter 47: Petty Cash Accounts 
Councilwoman Robin Wentworth noted Gloversville City Code Chapter 47 references Petty 
Cash Accounts (LL 7-1985) and per her discussion at the 03/26/13 meeting, it is the Common 
Council’s responsibility to establish by Resolution these accounts in each department & 
amounts as they deem necessary.  She noted the City Clerk researched the issue back to 
1985 and reported that no Resolutions regarding Petty Cash had been found.  She stated the 
Finance Committee will further discuss the topic at their next meeting. 
 

 -Schedule Finance Committee & Economic Development Committee meetings 
Councilwoman Wentworth noted the Economic Development Committee has scheduled their 
next meeting for 05/22/13 at 6:00PM in the Employee Lounge with the Finance Committee 
meeting that same date at 6:30PM and added the meetings are open to the public. 
 
 -Status of equipment inventory of departments 
Councilwoman Wentworth asked the Commissioner of Finance if department heads have been 
provided with fixed asset inventory sheets to update. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen noted that department heads have been given a listing 
of their fixed assets to track/update and he will provide the data to the Finance Committee 
as available. 
 
-Recreation Commission Bike Auction 
Councilwoman Wentworth noted that the Recreation Commission has an upcoming event for a 
bike rode with a proposed auction of surplus City bicycles. She inquired if the Police Chief 
has a supply of bicycles that could be auctioned this year as had been done previously.  
 

Police Chief Van Deusen noted his department has several bicycles that have been retained 
for a sufficient period of time without being claimed and can be listed as surplus inventory. 
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Councilwoman Wentworth stated the Recreation Commission’s roll is to organize recreational 
activities within the City and noted that the speaker who asked to come to the next meeting 
to make a presentation regarding a basketball tournament (EJ Gallup) should work with the 
Commission.   
 
  COUNCILMAN ARTHUR SIMONDS/2ND WARD 
  -Curb Cut Letter for DOT 
Councilman Arthur Simonds asked if the Council Members had reviewed the letter he, along 
with the City Attorney and DPW Director had drafted to NYS DOT in regard to curb cuts.  
He advised that he would like to move forward to have the Mayor and each Council Member 
sign the letter adding he didn’t see the harm in requesting further cuts. 
 

Councilwomen Anadio & Wentworth expressed that there is a curb cut process awaiting DOT 
approval already in the pending status. 
 

Mayor King noted that more curb cuts would allow more growth in the area. 
 

DPW Director Jones advised curb cuts made available to individual property owners will 
expedite the potential for owners to develop vacant lots.  
 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that it was his understanding that DOT is discouraging curb 
cuts; preferring the use of access roads. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that there was no harm in sending the letter; however, the 
decision is solely in the hands of the NYS DOT. 
 

Councilman Simonds noted that the City Clerk has a copy of the letter for each Council 
Member to sign along with the Mayor. 
 
DPW DIRECTOR KEVIN JONES 
  -Surplus Equipment Auction-May 
DPW Director Kevin Jones advised he has several items to list on a City Surplus Equipment 
Auction noting he will provide information to the Council for discussion at the next meeting. 
 

-Zoning Map 
DPW Director Jones stated that updated zoning maps are available for purchase in the City 
Clerk’s office for a fee of $4.00. 
 

-DEC Funding 
DPW Director Jones noted he is working with the Governor’s Office on DEC funding to be 
utilized for necessary clean up work to be completed at the former Pan American Tannery 
building. 
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-Sale of Compost 
DPW Director Jones noted that the Council authorized DPW to sell compost at $12/yard last 
fall.  He noted that he has a company interested in purchasing compost for $12/yd plus 
$3/yd to truck the material within the City.  He noted the project to haul the compost would 
take two to three days and asked for Council’s approval.  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion allowing DPW to sell/haul compost at a rate of $15/yd; 
seconded by Councilman Simonds.                                                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
-Tree Donation for Earth Day from Girl Scout Troop 2357 

DPW Director Kevin Jones noted that Girl Scout Troop 2357 sold many boxes of Girl Scout 
cookies within the City and wanted to give something back in observance of Earth Day.  It 
was noted that a flowering, non-fruit bearing, pear tree was purchased by the Girl Scouts. He 
thanked Goderie’s Tree Farm for planting the tree for no cost at City Hall for all to enjoy. 
 
   CITY ATTORNEY ANTHONY CASALE 
  -Board of Ethics Update 
City Attorney Anthony Casale stated that per discussion at the last meeting regarding 
forming an Ethics Board he found the City’s existing legislation to have some deficiencies.  
He noted Gloversville City Code states that Board members cannot be elected or a City 
employee; however, General Municipal Code states that at least one member is required to be. 
He noted he would E-Mail the Council the information he has researched for their review.  It 
was noted that if the Council wanted to have a Referendum vote on the change there was still 
sufficient time to do so. 
 

  -Request for an Executive Session at End of Meeting 
City Attorney Casale advised the Council that he would like a Motion for an Executive Session 
made at the end of the meeting to discuss Prospective/Pending Litigation. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN ELLEN ANADIO/4TH WARD 
  -Audit Data Review Form 
Councilwoman Ellen Anadio noted that many things reviewed for each department at the 
Audit require further questions being asked; whether the dollar amount is large or small.  
She noted that the Audit will now have attached an Audit Data Review Form of items that 
were questioned. 
 

COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE JAMES ROBINSON 
  -Water Department Liaison Update 
Councilman-at-Large Robinson noted that at the last meeting of the Gloversville Water Board 
a plan for renovations at their new building on South Main Street was distributed-a copy was 
given to each Council member to review.  No date for their move out of City Hall has been 
provided.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
03/26/13 Regular Meeting  
04/09/13 Work Session 
 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to approve the Council Meeting minutes for 03/26/13 
and 04/09/13 as a whole; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.     

     Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
Intro O-1 ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 284-82 

“SCHEDULE VII, PARKING OR STANDING PROHIBITED DURING 
CERTAIN TIMES” TO REMOVE THE WEST SIDE OF NELSON STREET  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
                                                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 

Intro O-1 ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 284-81 
“SCHEDULE VI, PARKING OR STANDING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES” 
TO INCLUDE THE WEST SIDE OF NELSON STREET   

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.    
Councilwoman Wentworth thanked Councilman Siarkowski for sponsoring the Ordinance which 
ensures a safer environment in that area.                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 
Intro R-1 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR DAYTON KING TO EXECUTE A 

DEED & DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THE SALE OF PARCEL KNOWN AS 
192 NORTH MAIN STREET   

Motion made by Councilman Mahoney; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.    
 

City Clerk Semione advised that a Public Hearing has not been held for the sale of the parcel. 
 

Motion to Table the Resolution made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilwoman 
Anadio.                                              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Motion to schedule a Public Hearing for the sale of City property located at 192 North Main 
Street for 05/14/13 made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
                                                                                                         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 

City Attorney Casale noted earlier in the meeting he asked for a Motion to go into Executive 
Session to discuss Prospective/Pending Litigation.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                       6:50PM – 7:59PM 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion at 6:38PM to go into Executive Session to discuss 
Prospective/Pending Litigation; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale and to be present in the 
Executive Session; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
After a brief recess, the Executive Session began at 6:50PM. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:58PM; seconded by 
Councilman Siarkowski.                                                                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:59PM; seconded by 
Councilwoman Wentworth.                                                                Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Susan Semione, City Clerk   
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