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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 

 Ward 1    - Robin Wentworth  - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Stephen Mahoney  - present 

 Ward 4    - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present:  Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief Thomas 
Groff, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen  
 

Department Heads Absent:   Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:03PM. 
 

SPEAKER               
 

Barbara Madonna, Director of the Gloversville Public Library spoke regarding the Library’s on-going 
renovations and the fund raising needed to complete the multi-phase projects.  She advised that the Library 
has received some Federal funding at no cost to taxpayers and is also seeking NYS Grant funds.  Ms. 
Madonna advised that she has been working with Grant Writer Nick Zabowsky on how to strengthen their 
Mohawk Valley Economic Development Consolidated Funding application which will be available in May.  
She explained that as a not-for-profit agency, the Library could not apply directly for the funding and asked 
that the City be the required lead sponsor for funding by passing a Resolution.   She stressed that the City 
would not be responsible for any costs or matched funding. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth asked if a Public Hearing would be required. 
 

Ms. Madonna said that she would verify the specifics of the Grant application and advise the Council when 
information became available.   
 

All Council Members were in agreement that the City would be the lead sponsor for the Library’s Grant 
application. 
 

Mayor King asked that Ms. Madonna work with the City Attorney on the necessary details to process their 
application. 
 

SPEAKER               
 

Christine Aldi, Gloversville resident and graduate student at Green Mountain College in Poultney, VT 
spoke regarding a proposed Gloversville Urban Food Forest & Garden (s) Project.   She asked that the 
Mayor share the 24 page document she forwarded with the Common Council and asked that they review it 
for discussion at a meeting in the near future.  She proposed starting a Community Garden at Wohlfarth’s 
Pond. 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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MAYOR                                                                              
 

Planning Board 

Mayor King advised that Brenda Leitt submitted a resignation letter on 02/11/15 to the Planning Board 
with an effective date of 05/01/15.  He noted that she has made some changes to her schedule and has asked 
to rescind her resignation.  All Council Members were in agreement that she has served as a valuable 
member to the Planning Board and welcomed her back. 
 
Recreation Commission 

Mayor King advised that he would make an appointment to the Recreation Commission at a later date. 
 
 

POLICE                                                                                                   CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN                                                               
 

Police Chief Van Deusen asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  No questions 
were posed.   The Chief advised that the Police Department is back to full staff, noting he was able to fill 
four vacancies. 
 

He advised that the preliminary results of the parking survey had been returned and forwarded to the 
Council.  Councilwoman Anadio thanked the Chief for the information and hard work involved. 
 

Chief Van Deusen asked that a Motion be made at the end of the meeting for an Executive Session to 
discuss Pending/Prospective Litigation. 
 

FINANCE                                               COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRUCE VAN GENDEREN              
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen reported that City tax payment collections have been coming into 
the office and by mail at a steady rate.   
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                       CHIEF THOMAS GROFF 
 

Fire Chief Groff asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  No questions were posed.   
The Chief stated that he would recognize staff promotions at the next Council Meeting. 
 

Mayor King along with the Common Council wished Chief Groff a Happy Birthday. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth asked that Brandon Myers, the City’s new Building Inspector be introduced at 
the next Council Meeting as some Members have not yet met him.  The Chief noted that Mr. Myers would 
be at the meeting on April 28th. 
 

DPW                                                                                                                           KEVIN JONES, C.E.T.     
 

 

DPW Director Jones addressed several issues: 
   
Resolution for Bid of Excavator:  

Mr. Jones advised that the Resolution in tonight’s legislation for the bid of the excavator was an item that 
was previously discussed by both the General Services and Finance Committees.   
 
Hill Street Bridge Project: 

Mr. Jones stated that he met with the consultant on the Hill Street Bridge project and was advised that work 
would begin on Monday, April 20th with an anticipated date of completion being sometime in June. 
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RFP for Solar Service: 

Mr. Jones noted that he has been approached by two different companies offering solar power.  He stated 
that both companies’ representatives advised that the previous discussion regarding placing solar panels at 
the former Independent Leather site will not work for various reasons.  Mr. Jones relayed that an alternate 
site for solar panels at the capped landfill on East Fulton Street is being discussed, adding that there are 35 
acres there with only three or four acres needed to serve our purpose.  He conveyed that the companies that 
he has spoken with have not confirmed that they are totally interested in a capped landfill site, as investors 
could be skittish regarding the location. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that she has not heard from either company that they have reservations 
about the East Fulton Street capped landfill site.  She commented that the City may be able to lease some of 
our land at the site to other large companies or we could possibly partner with another agency. 
 

Mr. Jones advised that he approached City of Johnstown DPW Director Chris Vose about partnering for 
solar power.  He added that the City of Johnstown officials are currently reviewing their options with their 
legislative body.   Mr. Jones relayed information that both companies are proposing a power-purchasing 
agreement and asked the Council if they were willing to lock into a rate for a twenty year period. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli advised that the City will be paying for electricity for that time period regardless, and 
if we could lock into a rate this year for a twenty year period it most likely would prove financially 
beneficial. 
 

Mayor King noted that a lot of municipalities across the state are moving forward with solar power. 
 

Mr. Jones advised that current incentives for solar power offered through NYSERDA (New York State 
Energy Research Development Authority) are being dramatically decreased after May 2nd, 2015 due to the 
volume of businesses moving forward with solar service.  He asked the Council if they wanted a RFP 
(request for proposals) put out; noting we would then entertain offers from solar companies with the new, 
decreased incentive plans. 
 

Councilman Simonds commented that solar technology is relatively new and asked if it would be better to 
wait until more information was available on proven savings.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that technology will always change, referencing electronics and asked 
that the Council not be short sighted.  Councilwoman Wentworth suggested that a RFP be put out so that 
we have information to compare. 
 

Councilwoman Anadio and Councilman Zarrelli suggested moving forward with the RFP for solar power. 
 

Stones on Terraces from Paving:  

Mr. Jones noted that his department has received multiple calls regarding the loose stones on terraces, 
sidewalks and lawns in areas where the city utilized the chip seal process for paving.  He noted that the 
City’s two street sweepers are currently out cleaning up loose stone in the streets and that he will dispatch 
workers to clean up the stones in the areas where there is no curbing in the recently paved areas 
(Brentwood Avenue, Lee Avenue and Gregory Street).   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth relayed that she recently walked around the block of Kingsboro Avenue, Fulton 
Street and East Boulevard and noted that the excess stones are layered on people’s terraces, sidewalks and 
lawns.  She also noted that as cars passed on those streets the dust is still flying and suggested that the City 
prioritize a solution for this unfortunate situation.   
 

Councilman Simonds stated that due to early snow falls many areas did not have leaf/brush cleaned up in 
their neighborhoods.  He noted this must be addressed before the storm drains become blocked with debris.  
 

Mr. Jones confirmed the concerns expressed and relayed that he along with Mayor King would reach out to 
the City Court Judge to request additional community service workers to assist with the cleanup. 
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ASSESSOR                                                                                                                              JONI DENNIE 
 

Assessor Joni Dennie asked the Council if they had any questions.  No questions were posed. 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                 WILLIAM WALRATH 

 

Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath was on vacation this week.                                                                                                                      
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                     ANTHONY CASALE 
 

Annexation of Property in the Town of Johnstown 
City Attorney Casale announced that the legal battle over annexation of the land located on Kingsboro and 
Steele Avenues where an access road may be built is officially over.  He stated that the State Supreme 
Court’s Appellate Division rejected the Town of Johnstown’s two appealed decisions; one in May 2014 and 
one in January 2015 that both ruled in favor of the City of Gloversville. Attorney Casale stated that he 
would move forward with the annexation process. 
 

Executive Sessions 

City Attorney Casale stated that he would like a Motion made at the end of the meeting for an Executive 
Session to discuss Proposed/Pending Litigation. 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Councilwoman Robin Wentworth/Ward 1 

   General Services Committee Meeting 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that the General Services Committee met on April 7th, 2015.  She noted 
that the issue of updating the City’s Zoning Ordinance by Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. was discussed.  She 
relayed that the Committee to work on the Ordinance would consist of:  Councilwoman Anadio, 
Councilwoman Wentworth, Councilman Simonds, DPW Director Jones and Building Inspector Myers. 
 

   Finance Committee Meeting 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that the Finance Committee met on April 2nd, 2015.  She noted that the 
issue of 2015 Capital Projects was discussed w/Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen and Chief Groff.    
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen advised that he met with the Police Chief Van Deusen and DPW 
Director Jones regarding Capital Projects for their departments.  He explained that from a credit standpoint, 
the City has a positive credit rating and should take advantage of it for Capital Projects by applying for a 
Bond Anticipation Note (BAN).  He explained that a BAN is a loan that allows a municipality to take out 
money to cover the cost of a future project when the full cost may not be known; adding that the BAN 
could be converted to a Statutory Installment Bond after 2-4 years.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth asked if the Commissioner of Finance wanted to meet with the Finance 
Committee to finalize all discussed Capital Projects. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen and Finance Committee Members (Anadio/Wentworth/Robinson) 
agreed to meet on Monday, April 20th at 6PM in the Employee Lounge.  Councilwoman Wentworth 
advised that the meeting was open to the public. 
 

City Attorney Casale requested that an amount be set aside to demolish seven properties in the City. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that she was only aware of two properties in the City that were being 
considered for demolition.  
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen stated he would review the seven properties at the 4/20 meeting 
and that he would bring a Resolution to the 4/28 Council Meeting to move forward with Capital Projects. 
 

Mayor King stated that now is the time to include Capital Projects that will move the City forward. 
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Councilman Arthur Simonds/Ward 2 

   Economic Development Committee Meeting 

Councilman Simonds advised that the Economic Development Committee met on March 26th with the topic 
of electronic messaging boards and possible changes to City Code being discussed.  He stated that several 
businesses in the area have inquired about having the signs.  Mr. Simonds noted that the next meeting 
would be announced. 
 
Councilwoman Ellen Anadio/Ward 4 

   New Web Site Designer 

Councilwoman Anadio announced that the City would have a new web page starting in June.  She 
announced that she along with the Deputy Finance Commissioner and Deputy City Clerk have met with 
Elizabeth Emery who will design the new site.  She advised that all department heads will be contacted to 
have their page designed to meet their specific needs. 
 
Councilman Jay Zarrelli/Ward 5 

   Recreation Commission Request to Approve Upcoming Event Expenditures  

Councilman Zarrelli stated that there are Recreation Commission Members present at tonight’s meeting and 
recognized them for doing a great job.  He asked the Council to consider the group’s recent request to 
review their upcoming events list and authorize payment outlined in their February Meeting Minutes for ten 
events.     
 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion allowing the Recreation Commission to expend the $4,500 funds from 
their account outlined in their February 26th Meeting Minutes for ten events; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE A BUDGET MODIFICATION FOR A POLICE DEPARTMENT 

COMPUTER PURCHASE 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.    
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-2  RESOLUTION TO AWARD THE SALE OF A USED 2006 INTERNATIONAL BUS 

City Attorney Casale asked for a Motion to Table the Resolution. 

Motion to Table Resolution made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.     
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
  
Intro R-3  RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS FOR PURCHASE OF A USED 

HYDRAULIC TRACKED EXCAVATOR 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.       
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  

 

Intro R-4  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 

DUE AGAINST 35 YALE STREET/SBL 134.19-10-7 

Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds.       
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
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MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS                                                                                                    7:00PM-8:02PM              
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the first Executive Session at 7:00PM to discuss 
Pending/Proposed Litigation; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                             Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale, Police Chief Van Deusen and City 
Clerk Semione to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.     
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
Police Chief Van Deusen exited the 1st Executive Session at 7:25PM. 
 
Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to end the first Executive Session at 7:26PM; seconded by 
Councilman Zarrelli.                                                                                                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to go into the second Executive Session at 7:26PM to discuss 
Pending/Proposed Litigation; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                      Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale and City Clerk Semione to be 
present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Simonds.                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
City Clerk Semione exited the 2nd Executive Session at 7:29PM.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 7:30PM; seconded by 
Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                                              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to go into the third Executive Session at 7:30PM to discuss 
Pending/Proposed Litigation; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale to be present in the Executive 
Session; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                                                         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the third Executive Session at 8:00PM; seconded by 
Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                                              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to schedule a Public Hearing for Tuesday, April 28th at 6PM to discuss 
a Local Law discontinuing and terminating city water service in the Town of Johnstown, said parcel known 
as Loblaws/SBL 149.8-14-2; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:02PM; seconded by Councilwoman 
Anadio.                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Semione, City Clerk  


