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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 

 Ward 1    - Robin Wentworth  - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Stephen Mahoney  - present 

 Ward 4    - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present:  Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie 
Weiterschan, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen, 
Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Absent:    
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:04PM. 
 

SPEAKER               
 

Nicole Naselli thanked the City on behalf of the Fulton United Soccer Club for the use of Darling Field.  It 
was noted that the soccer season offers Spring and Fall Sessions and generally runs from April 18th through 
November 1st. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli inquired if the organization has made provisions to alleviate parking congestion. 
 

Nicole advised that the time between games has been extended allowing for parking to rotate more 
regularly and the lot inside the field is now available for parking, noting parking on the streets bordering 
the field seems to be less congested.  
 

MAYOR                                                                             COMMENDATION FOR CITY EMPLOYEE                                                       
 

Mayor King read a letter from Gloversville resident Mr. Cook who commended Transit Driver Ginnette 
Ostrander for her action to a situation when his wife recently fell outside.  He noted that Ginnette drove by 
and saw the incident occur and stopped to assist by calling the Ambulance Service and him after witnessing 
the fall during a day when the temperature was quite cold.  He advised that his wife spent a week in St. 
Mary’s Hospital for a broken hip and is now at Nathan Littauer Nursing Home for rehabilitation services.  
Ginnette was in the audience and received a standing ovation for her dedication to providing outstanding 
service while on her bus route.         
 

 

 

        

CITY OFFICIALS 
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ASSESSOR                                                                                                                              JONI DENNIE 
 

Enhanced STAR Program 

Assessor Dennie spoke regarding the Enhanced STAR renewal process.  She advised that 956 renewals 
were mailed out in October for income qualification verification with approximately 200 applicants not 
responding by the third week in February for the March 1st deadline.  She relayed that she sent a second 
mailing (costing $100), made phone calls, home and nursing home visits and worked extra hours (including 
weekends) to ensure that those eligible did not lose out on the benefit.  She noted that she received no 
response from only six persons and it was necessary to drop them down to the Basic STAR exemption 
level; thus losing approximately a $700 tax exemption benefit.  The Assessor shared that the Amsterdam 
Assessor does not do a second notice and found it necessary to downgrade the status for 100 persons. 
 

All Council Members agreed that a second mailing is beneficial to those who didn’t respond timely and 
thanked her for her diligence in assisting our residents. 
 
Equalization Rate 

Assessor Dennie spoke regarding the City’s equalization rate.  She defined an equalization rate as New 
York State’s measure of a municipality’s level of assessment with a property’s assessment being roughly its 
market value.  She stressed that the equalization rate is important to the City’s ability to raise money 
through its property tax levy, noting that if a municipality’s rate goes over 100% it’s constitutional taxing 
limit goes down.  She advised that the State sets the City’s equalization rate annually, noting it is ideal to be 
at 100%.  Assessor Dennie advised that for the last two years, the State Department of Taxation & Finance 
estimated the City’s rate should be 107%; however, due to her diligent communication to contest the 
assigned rate, Gloversville is rated where we should be at 100%.   
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen expanded on how the equalization rate affects the City’s 
Constitutional tax limit.  He advised that every dollar the municipality is over the limit the State takes back 
$1.00 of every $1.00 of State Aid provided.  He, therefore, explained that it is in the best interest that the 
City consider 2015 Capital Projects; noting our credit is rated at a decent status.  Mr. Van Genderen stated 
that if we do Capital Projects for 2015 our Constitutional tax limit would be approximately 94.99% and if 
we did not it would be closer to 97.8%. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth advised that the Finance Committee will meet with department heads to review 
potential 2015 Capital Projects. 
 

Mayor King expressed that the State Aid formula needs to be revamped—noting that the City essentially 
needs to borrow money so that we do not get penalized. 
 

PROCLAMATION               
 

Mayor King read a Proclamation designating March as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month.  
Representatives Wally Hart and Michael Madnick accepted the Proclamation on behalf of Lexington, 
Fulton County Chapter of the NYSARC, Inc.  Mr. Madnick shook hands with multiple department heads 
and Council Members and received a pen from Councilman-at-Large Robinson. 
 

MAYOR                                                                                                                            DAYTON J. KING             
 

Mayor asked for a Motion approving his appoint of Daniel Towne, Jr. and Carl Christiano to the Transit 
Commission with terms ending 12/31/15. 
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to accept the Mayor’s appointment of the two gentleman to the 
Transit Commission; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.                               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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POLICE                                                                                                   CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN                                                               
 

Police Chief Donald VanDeusen asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  No 
questions were posed.   
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                       CHIEF THOMAS GROFF 
 

Fire Chief Groff advised that the fire fighters along with the DPW Department have been busy issuing 
sidewalk shoveling abatements.   
 

Councilman Siarkowski noted it is a safety issue for residents to keep their sidewalks cleared timely.  
 

Chief Groff advised that the recent fire at 176 Kingsboro Avenue was contained to the first floor apartment 
and preliminary findings contribute its cause to be due to an electrical malfunction.  The Chief relayed that 
his staff is doing repairs on the fire trucks whenever possible; recently replacing a radiator.  Regarding the 
recent hiring of full-time Building Inspector Brandon Ryan, the Chief noted that he is attending training 
classes and doing well to move the department forward. 
 

FINANCE                                               COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRUCE VAN GENDEREN                             
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen reported that City tax bills printed by the County are being sorted 
by the tax collector to remove bills where taxes are paid through escrow accounts.   He noted that the bills 
will be mailed on Tuesday, March 31st. 
 

DPW                                                                                                                           KEVIN JONES, C.E.T.     
 

 

DPW Director Jones addressed several issues: 
   
Winter Sand-Salt and Overtime Accounts/Snow Removal:  

Mr. Jones advised that he provided the Council with the most current update regarding his winter accounts.  
It was noted that the snow removal overtime is $19,000 over the budgeted amount and the sand/salt account 
is $17,000 over.  Mr. Jones relayed that his department has been cutting back snowbanks for four weeks 
and would be completing this project at the end of this week; advising that downtown snow banks would be 
removed one more time.  
 

Councilman Zarrelli asked that snow be removed on Lincoln and Bleecker Streets. 
 

Mayor King issued a reminder as snow is melting to keep storm drains cleaned out to prevent flooding.  
       
Proposed Update to the City’s Zoning Ordinance: 

Mr. Jones stated that while preparing the City’s updated Comprehensive Plan, the need for updating the 
City’s Zoning Ordinance was discussed.  He advised that an RFP was not required for this project and 
suggested awarding the project to Greenman-Pedersen, Inc.  
 

 

Councilwoman Wentworth advised that the update is an Action Plan item in the Comprehensive Plan 
document.  All Council Members were in agreement to move forward with Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. as 
they were knowledgeable about the City’s needs after working with the Committee on the Comprehensive 
City Plan.  Mr. Jones advised that he would prepare a Resolution for the next meeting. 
 
 

Attorney Casale suggested reviewing all of the City’s currently written codes at the same time.  Chief Groff 
agreed that his department has changes that he would like Council’s consideration to modify. 
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Lighting upgrades from National Grid: 

Mr. Jones shared a proposal from National Grid to upgrade lighting at City Hall, the DPW Garage and at 
Wohlfarth’s Pond.  The information given was for LED lighting that National Grid would pay 70% with 
the City being responsible for the other 30%.  He noted that interior lights would have a five year warranty 
and outside lights would have a ten year warranty. 
 

All Council members were in agreement to move forward with the proposal to upgrade LED lighting.  
 
DOT Meeting for Break in Access: 

Mr. Jones stated that he attended a regional meeting in Utica today to address the City’s request for a break 
in access at South Kingsboro and Steele Avenues. 
 

 

Councilman Simonds expressed the opportunity to move forward with as many break in access points as 
possible to promote growth in our area. 
 
 

Mr. Jones relayed that DOT provides traffic engineering and a break in access is a conceptual approval that 
requires a lot of funds spent to move forward with the actual curb cut.  He relayed that he would forward a 
letter to DOT for the request to move forward along with the required copies of the Comprehensive Plan 
for their review. 
 
Lawn Maintenance 2015 Bids: 

Mr. Jones advised that he would present a Resolution at the next meeting to put the Lawn Maintenance 
Abatement Contract for 2015 out to bid. 
 

All Council Members were in agreement that the program provides the City with substantial savings. 
 
Delivery of 2015 Plow Truck: 

Mr. Jones noted that the new 2015 Plow Truck will be delivered this week.  He relayed that at the time of 
the bid opening the winning bidder, Mohawk Valley Freightliner, allowed $3,450 for the 1969 Plow Truck 
for trade value.  He noted that when his crew removed the old truck it found it required extensive repairs to 
the rear ring and pinion and the company suggested that if it was not as originally stated, they could offer 
the City scrap value. 
 

All Council members were in agreement with the proposed plan for the old piece of equipment.  
 
Former Independent Leather Site on South Main Street: 

Mr. Jones updated the Council on the status of the former Independent Leather site on South Main Street 
and its proposed suggestion to utilize it for solar panels.  He noted that CT Male has advised that there is 
additional certification required for an environmental easement which the City Attorney is addressing.  He 
advised that the application must first be submitted to the district DEC office in Raybrook, NY before it can 
be forwarded to DEC in Albany for their final consideration.  He noted that once the State is satisfied with 
all requirements of the cleanup they will issue a Certification of Completion.  Mr. Jones advised that the 
proposed solar panel farm is still being considered for this site. 
 

Mayor King suggested calling on the help of our elected officials to reuse this property for the “Go Green” 
NYSERDA program the state has been advocating. 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                 WILLIAM WALRATH 
 

Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  
No questions were posed.   Mr. Walrath advised that ridership is up from last year.  He advised that he has 
hired Catherine Shell as a new bus driver and she is working out well.   
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Councilwoman Wentworth asked about Regional Transportation meetings being conducted.  She expressed 
concern that FMCC is looking to bring Capital District Transportation Authority (CDTA) to this area and 
the future of transit services in Gloversville if this occurs. 
 

Mr. Walrath advised that there have been four meetings and discussion is early in the process.  He noted 
that at the last meeting it was proposed to hire a consultant to study the options of: if transportation 
opportunities should stay as they are, to bring CDTA to this area, or have Gloversville Transit be the hub.  
He noted that he is advocating that the City be the hub. 
 

Mayor King advised that per discussions he has had, the County does not want to provide transit services.   
 

Mr. Walrath relayed that Amsterdam Mayor Thane has suggested discontinuing transit services.   
 

Councilwoman Anadio suggested that we be proactive in our desire to be the hub for transport services. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                     ANTHONY CASALE 
 

 

Annexation of Property in the Town of Johnstown 

City Attorney Casale advised that the Town of Johnstown has elected to request a permissive appeal from 
the NYS Appellate Division for the annexation decision made in our favor in January for the property 
located on Kingsboro and Steele Avenues.  He noted that he did not expect the decision to be revisited and 
he would keep the Council informed of any news regarding their request. 
 

County Foreclosed Properties 

City Attorney Casale noted that he would distribute a list from the County of parcels they are scheduled to 
foreclose on.  He stated that the County is looking for input from City representatives for any of the parcels 
we may have interest in by March 31, 2015.   
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 

 

Councilman Arthur Simonds 

   Economic Development Committee Meeting 

Councilman Simonds advised that the Economic Development Committee would meet on Thursday, March 
26th at 6pm in the Employee Lounge at City Hall, noting that the meeting was open to the public.   
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1  RESOLUTION OF REMEMBRANCE OF RICHARD OTTALAGANO 

Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.    
Councilwoman Wentworth read the Resolution and presented Richard’s wife Sharon with a framed copy.  
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-2  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH 

NYS DOT FOR 5311 GRANT FUNDS THROUGH THE FEDERAL TRANSIT 

ADMINISTRATION 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.     
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
  
Intro R-3  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE A BUDGET MODIFICATION RELATED TO AN INSURANCE CHECK 

FOR POLICE VEHICLE DAMAGE 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.      
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
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Intro R-4  RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A STANDARD WORK DAY FOR ELECTED & 

APPOINTED OFFICIALS PARTICIPATING IN THE NYS RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.      
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  

 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      7:15PM-8:17PM              
 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to go into the first Executive Session at 7:15PM to discuss the 
Employment History of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.                  
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale and Transit Mobility Manager 
Walrath to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.    
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
Mr. Walrath exited the meeting at 7:35PM. 
 
Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to end the first Executive Session at 7:42PM; seconded by 
Councilman Zarrelli.                                                                                                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to go into the second Executive Session at 7:42PM to discuss 
Contracts & Negotiations; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale and CRG President Ronald Peters to be 
present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                 Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Mahoney exited the Executive Session at 8:14PM.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 8:17PM; seconded by 
Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                                              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:17PM; seconded by Councilman 
Zarrelli.                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Semione, City Clerk  


