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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2015 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

C I T Y   O F F I C I A L S 
Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 

 

  Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 
    Ward 1 - Robin Wentworth  - present 
    Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 
    Ward 3 - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
    Ward 4 - Ellen L. Anadio  - absent 
    Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
    Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief 
Thomas Groff, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen, Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Absent:  Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                            6 Present    
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

SPEAKER  
 

Schenectady Mayor Gary McCarthy thanked the Council for their support during the application process for 
their recently approved casino.   He thanked the Mayor and Council for participating in the recently awarded 
Shared Code Enforcement Information Resource Pilot Project Grant which awarded $558,000 to be shared 
with the four participating cities: Amsterdam, Gloversville, Schenectady & Troy.  He noted that all of the cities 
shared similar problems pertaining to managing distressed/abandoned properties and he looked forward to 
creating a standardized statewide model for data collection that will offer long-term solutions.   
 

Mayor King thanked Mayor McCarthy for attending the meeting and thanked the Council for their decision to 
move forward in a last minute pitch for participation when presented with this Grant opportunity. 
 

SPEAKER  
 

John Montagne, Assistant Vice President of Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. presented a PowerPoint program       
regarding the City’s recently completed 2015 Draft Comprehensive Plan.  He thanked Council Members Ellen 
Anadio, Art Simonds and Robin Wentworth along with Professional Engineer Steve Smith, Retired City Court 
Judge Vincent DeSantis, and DPW Director Kevin Jones for their dedication and leadership in preparing the 
document.   He noted that the document is available for public review at City Hall and the Gloversville Public 
Library.  Mr. Montagne outlined the fourteen chapters:  I: Executive Summary, II: Introduction & 
Methodology, III: 2015 Vision Statement, IV: Public Outreach & Findings, V: Community Values, VI: City 
Finances, VII: Economic Engines, VIII: Demographic Analysis, IX: Downtown & Surrounding 
Neighborhoods, X: Transportation, XI: Community Facilities, XII: Cultural & Historic Resources, XIII: Parks 
& Recreation and XIV: Summary Goals & Action Items.  Mr. Montagne suggested that the Public Hearing 
begin on the subject. 
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PUBLIC HEARING  
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding the 2015 Draft Comprehensive Plan at 6:20PM.     
 

Christine Pesses of Kingsboro Avenue stated that her family moved to Gloversville in the 1980’s and at that 
time it seemed that the City didn’t know what it could be.  She noted that this document allows us to define 
what and who we are as a community.  She concluded that the document should be reviewed regularly to 
ensure that the action items are being addressed. 
 

Gregory Young, Fifth Ward Supervisor of E. Eighth Avenue stated that Gloversville has a lot of positive 
reasons to live here, including: four seasons of recreation, a walkable downtown and central location to four 
major cities.  He noted that the Draft Comprehensive Plan is a strong document for the foundation of this City.  
 

Barbara Madonna, Director of the Public Library of Monroe Street asked that the library’s name be corrected 
in the document from the former Gloversville Free Library to the updated name: Gloversville Public Library.  
She stated that the library will utilize the document for similar goals that the library shares with the City.  
 

Rick Bedell of Spruce Street stated that Gloversville’s downtown and surrounding areas need a lot of work.  
He added that the action items in the Comprehensive Plan will require funding and will make implementing 
the much needed changes difficult.  He thanked the Committee for the work that was done to prepare the Draft. 
 

Robert Castiglione of Forest Hill Towers stated that a lot of impressive work went into the Comprehensive 
Plan document.  He suggested that groups of competent individuals focus on individual elements to reach the 
potential of turning a dream into reality.  Mr. Castiglione noted that the former Littauer Pool is not mentioned 
in the document and the City should consider addressing the possibilities of this location as a real challenge.  
He concluded that he was not in favor of downtown senior citizen housing in the former Estee Middle School 
property and suggested the building be utilized for an educational center instead. 
 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:34PM. 
 

PUBLIC SESSION  
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city  business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 
city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 
abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:35PM.     
 

Robert Castiglione of the Forest Hill Towers stated that he thought Transit Mobility Manager Bill Walrath 
was doing a good job and he has read positive articles in the Leader-Herald updating the public on transit news.  
He thanked him for running the department well and the Council for approving the acquisition of new buses. 
 

Rick Bedell of Spruce Street stated that in relation to the goals in the updated Comprehensive Plan for the 
downtown area, the proposed St. Mary’s Drug & Mental Health Clinic is not best suited to be located in the 
former NBT Bank location.  He advised that currently Gloversville has 192 Not-for-Profit Organizations with 
an approximate $112 million assessed property value.  He noted that this effects all of the taxpayers negatively 
and concluded that St. Mary’s proposed use of this historic building does not fit into the revitalization of our 
downtown. 
 

Christine Pesses of Kingsboro Avenue stated that she was not in favor of St. Mary’s proposed plan to move 
into the former NBT Bank building noting it would be counterproductive to the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
by defining the downtown negatively.  She stated that she was an investor in the Schine Building and thought  
as a landlord it would be difficult to find tenants if the building next door was occupied as proposed.  She 
noted that the need for the services proposed by St. Mary’s are understood, however, it could define our 
downtown negatively for quite a few years.  
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Jennifer Voorhees, owner of The Still Point Acupuncture advised that she was a tenant in the Schine Building 
and that when she first heard of St. Mary’s plan to move next to the Schine Building she was really irritated 
that it could affect her customer’s decision to utilize her service based on their comments made to her.  She 
noted that drug and mental health services are needed in our area, but the proposed location did not give the 
right feel to downtown. 
 

Elizabeth Bachelor of First Avenue stated that the former NBT building is in the heart of downtown and 
although St. Mary’s claims they are simply moving from one end of North Main Street to the other, in her 
opinion the Argersinger’s building at 73 N. Main Street does not have the historic recognition of the former 
NBT building located at 10-24 N. Main Street.   
 

Vincent DeSantis of Prospect Avenue stated that the sale of the four former NBT buildings on N. Main Street  
factor into the rebirth of our City and could be prominent anchors if reused properly in our commercial district 
which would generate sales tax revenue.  He noted that other buildings in the City would be better suited for 
the drug rehabilitation center and he would be willing to assist St. Mary’s to help them find a better location. 
 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:48PM. 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                                   JAMES ROBINSON 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Anadio performed the January 22, 2015 Audit covering 
the period of December 18, 2014 to January 22, 2015.  The following was reported: 
 

A-General Fund    $   973,246.47 
G-Sewer Fund     $     52,543.04 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $2,997,506.31 
T&A Fund     $   562,764.65 
 TOTAL    $4,586,060.47 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.   
                                   Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

MAYOR DAYTON KING 
-Meeting with CRG President/CEO 
Mayor King advised that he has scheduled a meeting with CRG President/CEO Ronald Peters at his office on 
Monday, February 2nd at 8AM and invited any interested Council Members to attend. 
 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN 
-Discussion regarding tonight’s three Resolutions   
Deputy Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan noted that the three resolutions in tonight’s agenda reflect taxes 
which are uncollectible and will be written off. 
 
DPW DIRECTOR KEVIN JONES 
 -Wohlfarth’s Pond Dredging Proposal 
DPW Director Jones noted that he was approached by several members of Trout Unlimited who are interested 
in receiving cost estimates for dredging Wohlfarth’s Pond in an effort to decrease weed overgrowth and 
increase the depth to create an improved habitat for the fish.  He noted that if this was done, it would need to 
be done in the summer during a very busy time for his department.  
 

Councilman Simonds asked the DPW Director to research a timeline and the various options for the project.  
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Councilwoman Wentworth stated that she did not think the City’s workforce should be assigned to this project 
during their already busy scheduling and noted that any costs associated with this project should be paid for 
by the Trout Unlimited group interested in having it done.   She noted that the Recreation Commission utilizes 
the pond for various events and any work scheduled should be coordinated with them. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli agreed with Councilwoman Wentworth that the City should not incur costs of this project. 
 

Councilwoman Anadio stated that Wohlfarth’s Pond is located in her Ward and asked what effect it would 
have on the surrounding neighborhood if dredging were done such as noise & sediment debris on the roadways. 
 

Mayor King suggested that DPW Director Jones invite members of the Trout Unlimited group to speak at the 
next meeting to discuss their intentions for any work to be done at Wohlfarth’s Pond. 
 
-Comments/Questions for DPW Director 
Councilman Siarkowski noted that the Public Works Department has been doing a great job cleaning the streets 
and he notices many people walking in the streets because many people have not adequately cleared their 
sidewalks.  He commented that the roads that were chip sealed seem to be holding up well with plowing and 
the course pavement provides better winter traction. 
 

Councilman Mahoney asked the DPW Director if it was normal for the manhole covers to be sunken on the 
roads that were paved last fall. 
 

DPW Director Jones advised that manhole covers were set slightly below grade so that snowplows do not 
catch on them and some settling is normal.  He advised that steel rings will be installed on any manhole covers 
in the spring that appear to be excessively sunken. 
 

Mayor King noted that there is free sand by the Transit building for any City resident to use on their sidewalks 
and driveways.  He noted that DPW Director Jones issued a memo regarding salting apparatus for plow trucks 
and asked Council Members to review the data and reach out to Mr. Jones with any questions.  
 

CITY ATTORNEY ANTHONY CASALE 
-Request for an Executive Session  
City Attorney Casale asked that a Motion be made at the end of the meeting for an Executive Session to discuss 
the Personnel History of a Particular Person.   
 

-Appellate Court Land Annexation Decision  
City Attorney Casale advised that the NYS Supreme Court’s Appellate division recently ruled in favor of the 
City annexing land in the Town of Johnstown between S. Kingsboro Avenue & Steele Avenue.  He noted that 
because the decision was unanimous by the three judges (Aulisi/Ingraham/Lomanto), the town could not 
automatically appeal it—it would require an application to be filed for a request for permission to appeal.   He 
advised that the Town of Johnstown has 30 days from the date of the decision for that process to occur. 
 
TRANSIT MOBILITY MANAGER WILLIAM WALRATH 
-Transit Department Updates 
Transit Mobility Manager Walrath advised that he spoke with Johnstown Mayor Julius last week and was 
advised that he is still pursuing the issue of bus service with his Council. 
 

Mr. Walrath noted that the City replaced two older model buses with two new buses last week.  He advised 
that he will send out bid packets to interested parties to get rid of the out-of-service buses. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

12/23/14 Regular Meeting 
01/06/15 Special Meeting with the Water Board 
01/13/15 Organizational Meeting 
01/13/15 Work Session Meeting 
01/20/15 Special Meeting with the Water Board  
        

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes as a whole; seconded 
by Councilwoman Wentworth.                                                                                      Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF BASE TAXES, SPECIAL 
CHARGES AND ANY INTEREST & PENALTY STEMMING FROM TAXES DUE 
FOR FIVE PARCELS WITHIN THE CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.       
                                                                                                                                       Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Intro R-2 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
DUE AGAINST 36 BURR STREET/SBL 149.10-5-5 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.       
                                                                                                                                       Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Intro R-3 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
DUE AGAINST 40 BURR STREET/SBL 149.10-5-7 

Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilman Simonds.       
                                                                                                                                       Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth advised that the Neighborhood Watch meeting scheduled for January was 
cancelled due to a snow storm.  She noted that the next meeting would be on 02/09/15 at 6PM at City Hall. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                         7:10PM-7:40PM 
 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion for an Executive Session at 7:10PM to discuss the Employment History 
of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale and Fire Chief Groff to be present in 
the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Simonds.                               Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Fire Chief Groff exited the Executive Session at 7:30PM. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:40PM; seconded by Councilman 
Zarrelli.                                                                                                                            Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40PM; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.   
                                                                                                                                       Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
Susan Semione, City Clerk    


