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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2014  
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 
 Ward 1    - Robin Wentworth  - present 
 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 
 Ward 3     - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
 Ward 4    - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 
 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan Semione, 
DPW Director Kevin Jones,  Finance Commissioner Bruce Van Genderen, Fire Chief Thomas Groff (entered at 
6:30PM), Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen 
 

Department Heads Absent:   
 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:02PM. 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                           7 PRESENT 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE               
 

POLICE PROMOTIONS               
 

Chief Donald Van Deusen introduced recent promotions from within the Police Department.  Mark Porter was 
promoted to Captain of the Patrol Division.  Michael Garavelli was promoted to Patrol Sergeant.  Steven Bunio 
was introduced as a newly hired Police Officer.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING               
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing at 6:06PM regarding the proposed Ordinance amending Gloversville 
City Code Chapter 190, Section 190-1 for Parks and Recreation to include a list of all parks and playgrounds in 
the City.    No one chose to speak and the Mayor closed the Public Hearing at 6:07PM.  
 

SPEAKER               
 

Eugene Reppenhagen presented a third quarter update for the Gloversville Senior Center informing that the 
Center is thriving with activities and attendance is steady.  He stated that Ellie DiScioscia has been hired as a 
secretary/coordinator, noting that she works hard to make the facility run smoothly and that Thomas Thompson 
will be the new Senior Center President in 2015.  He advised that the Town of Johnstown will no longer be 
contributing financially to the Center and asked that the City continue to assist in contributing anything more 
than the previous year if possible.   
 
 
 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 



                                                                                                           Minutes-Common Council Meeting 10/28/14                      

 2

 
 

SPEAKERS               
 

Charles Potter, 4th Ward Supervisor introduced Nancy Morrison, Grant Writer to address the Council.  He noted 
that she has secured Grants for the Senior Center and the Glove Theater.   
 

Nancy Morrison noted that all Council Members had received her Resume in advance and asked if anyone had 
any questions.  She advised that to search for Grant opportunities for the City she would require the City to sign 
a Contract with a stated fee for her services.  She advised that her rate is negotiable and that she would be 
interested in searching for Grant funds for all departments within the City. 
 

Councilman Simonds noted that Fire Department Grants for new equipment as well as reimbursement for the 
recently purchased ladder truck was discussed at a previous Public Safety Committee Meeting.  He stated that 
someone would contact her if this is something the Council wanted to pursue.  
 

PUBLIC SESSION                                                                                                                   6:18PM – 6:19PM 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address the Council regarding any agenda item or other City business will be permitted to speak for 
a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, city official, or 
presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, abusive, slanderous, or 
boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:18PM.  Mayor King noted there were no speakers and closed the 
Public Session at 6:19PM. 
 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                    COUNCILMAN ARTHUR SIMONDS                                                         
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilman Simonds performed the October 23, 2014 Audit covering the 
period September 18, 2014 through October 23, 2014.  The following was reported:  
 
A-General Fund  $1,065,365.36 
G-Sewer Fund  $   123,906.73 
H-Capital Projects Fund  $   900,638.15 
T&A Fund    $   445,411.97 
     TOTAL    $2,535,322.21 
 

Councilwoman Anadio asked if the Audit Departmental Question sheet had been used recently. 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson advised that all documents presented at the Audit have been clear and the Audit  
Departmental Question sheets have not been needed. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  
                              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 

 

MAYOR DAYTON KING 
   -VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Program  
Mayor King asked Richard Ottalagano to speak regarding the VITA Program. 
 

Richard Ottalagano advised that this year the VITA Program utilized City Hall’s Employee Lounge on 
Saturdays to prepare tax returns for qualified applicants--he asked that this be done in 2015, noting that tax 
dollars are regenerated in this community.  Mr. Ottalagano advised that there would be a different coordinator 
this year who volunteers time to schedule appointments.  On another note, Mr. Ottalagano thanked the City for 
supporting Reality Check’s mission of no smoking in public parks. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow the VITA program to utilize space at City Hall on Saturdays in 
2015 to prepare tax returns; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
   -Board of Assessment Review Appointment   
Mayor King noted that the term of Heather Dwyer to the Board of Assessment Review expired on September 
30, 2014 and she advised that she is no longer able to fill that appointment.  Mayor King asked for a Motion to 
accept his appointment of Dennis Hinman to fulfill the term which will expire on 09/30/2019.  He noted that the 
Council had all received a copy of Mr. Hinman’s application to the Board. 
 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to accept the Mayor’s appointment of Dennis Hinman to the 
Assessment Board of Review; seconded by Councilman Simonds.                                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
   -Proposed Inspection for all non-occupied housing   
Mayor King stated that he would like to Table the topic of Inspections for all non-occupied housing. 
 
   -Proposed change to garbage collection for three units or more   
Mayor King stated that he verified with Assessor Dennie that Gloversville has 99-3 unit homes and 139-4 units 
or more homes.  He expressed interest in changing City Code for these dwellings to have the owner responsible 
for garbage collection; noting by doing this there would be a decrease to the City’s landfill expense as well as 
time being freed up in manpower. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that mixed use businesses are also Commercial properties and should be 
added to this consideration as well.  
 

City Assessor Dennie noted that NYS Code lists three units or more as Commercial Property. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski inquired if this topic had been previously discussed. 
 

Mayor King confirmed that the topic was discussed several years ago and advised it is time we move forward 
with making this change. 
 

Attorney Casale advised that there is no statute which requires the City to provide garbage collection. 
 
   -Mayor’s 2015 Budget   
Mayor King noted that he along with Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen, Deputy Commissioner of 
Finance Weiterschan and Councilman-at-Large Robinson reviewed each of 2015 departmental budget with each 
department head. He advised that there is a large gap of $1.6 Million for expenses versus revenue.  He stated 
that he does not suggest laying off any staff and the option of making up the deficit from the General Fund is 
being explored.  He noted increases in spending is a result of increases to pensions, healthcare costs and union 
negotiations.  Mayor King noted that he will have all department budgets to the Council by 3PM tomorrow. 
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DPW DIRECTOR KEVIN JONES 
   -Hill Street Bridge Update   
DPW Director Jones stated that the Hill Street Bridge project is not moving as quickly as anticipated.  He noted 
that the bridge was proposed to be open this year; however, will not be.  He advised that NYS DOT has 
suggested opening the bridge in the spring of 2015.  Mr. Jones added that it will be necessary to provide 
Stephen Miller General Contractors an extension to complete the bridge project. 
 
  -Leaf Pickup   
Director Jones noted that loose and bagged leaves will be picked up beginning Wednesday, November 12th with 
one sweep being made through each neighborhood. 
 
   -Paving   
DPW Director Jones advised that paving will continue throughout the City for approximately four more weeks 
(weather permitting).  He noted that striping was done last night by an outside contractor on South Kingsboro 
Avenue.  
   
   -Demolition   
DPW Director Jones noted that the Fulton County Demolition Team has started the demolition process on a 
house located on Washington Street.  He advised there are eight additional houses scheduled within the City to 
be demolished this year. 
 
   -RFP for Snow Removal   
DPW Director Jones advised that he would have the RFP Resolution ready for the 11/18/14 meeting for the 
Council to move forward with the 2014/2015 sealed bids to hire an independent contractor to perform sidewalk 
snow removal on County owned properties and snow removal abatements on properties cited for violations. 
 
 
COUNCILMAN ARTHUR SIMONDS/2ND WARD 
   -Public Safety Committee Meeting  
Councilman Simonds advised that the Public Safety Committee will meet on Monday, November 17th at 
6:30PM in the Employee Lounge with representatives from the Police and Fire Departments.  He noted that the 
meeting is open to the public.  
 
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE JAMES ROBINSON 
   -Scheduling Budget Meetings    
Councilman-at-Large Robinson asked all Council Members to confirm a date to begin departmental budget 
reviews.  It was agreed that Thursday, November 6th at 6PM the Assessor, Clerk and DPW budgets would be 
reviewed.  
 
COUNCILWOMAN ROBIN WENTWORTH/1ST WARD 
   -Comments Regarding 2015 Budget Process 
Councilwoman Wentworth commented that the 2015 Budget Process is behind schedule.  She noted that the 
Council has not yet received packets containing each department’s budget requests and the City is not meeting 
the requirements set in the City Charter.  She noted that the preliminary budget must be available to the public 
on or before November 1st and the Public Hearing to review the preliminary budget must be scheduled before 
November 5th to occur before November 16th.  She expressed concern with missing all of the dates given and 
the possibility of not passing a budget before the December 10th deadline.  She asked that this information be 
made public record. 
 
Attorney Casale advised that either a late budget can be passed or there would be work stoppage on 01/01/15. 
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Councilwoman Wentworth advised that if the budget is not passed by December 10th, 2014 for 2015 the City 
could proceed with the Mayor’s preliminary budget with any changes the Council has made during budget 
sessions.  She expressed concern that there was a lot to do in a short time.  She noted that discussion involving 
utilizing $1.6M from the General Fund is irresponsible and could result in the City being bankrupt by 2018 if 
the pattern continued. 
 
Mayor King advised that he would not hold the Council to the December 10th, 2014 date to pass the budget; 
adding that a late budget could be passed. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY ANTHONY CASALE 
   -Appellate Process 
City Attorney Casale advised the Council that the Appellate process for oral arguments for the legal case that 
involves the City and Town of Johnstown will be held on Monday, November 17th at 1:00PM.  He advised that 
there is a monitoring room where persons could attend and any interested persons could contact him if wanting 
to attend.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES                                                     
 

09/23/14          Council Meeting     
10/14/14          Work Session Meeting      
        
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes as a whole; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro O-1 ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE CHAPTER 190, SECTION 
190-1 

Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  
                                                                                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
  
Mayor King and City Attorney Casale thanked Councilwoman Wentworth for her assistance in updating the list 
of City parks.           
 
Intro R-1 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN RESOLUTION 81-2011 FOR DEPUTY 

COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN 
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  
Roll Call Vote began with Councilman-at-Large Robinson. 
Voting Aye:  Robinson, Siarkowski, Simonds, Zarrelli, Anadio, Mahoney 
Voting Nay:  Wentworth                                                                                                   Carried 6 Ayes - 1 Nays  
 
 

Intro R-2 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH 
THE GLOVERSVILLE ENLARGED SCHOOL DISTRICT REGARDING POLICE 
PERSONNEL ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL FUNCTIONS 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.           
                                                                                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
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Intro R-3 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS WITH MASSMUTUAL AND RELIANCE TRUST COMPANY FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL AND TRUSTEE SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF 
GLOVERSVILLE DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          
                                                                                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays               
 
 

Intro R-4 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO TRANSFER 
$150,000 FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR A LOAN TO THE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Motion to Table Resolution made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  
 
Councilwoman Anadio noted that wording needed to be amended in the Resolution to reflect the use of the 
funds for contractor reimbursement only and the date the loan must be paid back to the City by.  She advised the 
Resolution would be ready for the 11/18/14 Council Meeting.                                        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays               
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Halloween 
Mayor King wished everyone a safe and happy Halloween.  He noted that trick-or-treat will be held on Friday, 
October 31st from 6PM-8PM and advised that additional police staff will be patrolling throughout the 
community. 
                                           

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                      6:47PM 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to adjourn the Meeting at 6:47PM; seconded by Councilwoman 
Anadio.                                                                                                                              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      , City Clerk  


