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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2014  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 

 Ward 1    - Robin Wentworth  - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Stephen Mahoney  - present 

 Ward 4    - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present:  Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Finance Commissioner Bruce Van Genderen, Fire Chief Thomas 
Groff, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen, Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Absent:  
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM. 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                    7 PRESENT 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE               
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      6:05PM-6:18PM                                                    
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the Executive Session at 6:05PM to discuss Contracts & 
Negotiations; seconded by Councilman Simonds.                                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale and Finance Commissioner Van 
Genderen to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Simonds.                      
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 6:18PM; seconded by Councilman 
Siarkowski.                                                                                                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

MAYOR                                                                                                                                DAYTON KING             

 

Unhooked Trailers 

Mayor King stated that he has received several complaints from persons who were ticketed for having an 
unhooked trailer in the City.  He asked if the Council was interested in modifying the specifics for 
unhooked trailers in City Code.  No Council Members suggested a change in the currently written City 
Code. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski noted that a 40’ trailer is dropped behind the Glove Theater with no license plate. 
 

Mayor King noted that the trailer will be unloaded this weekend and contains chairs for the Theater. 
 

 

CITY OFFICIALS 



                                                                                                          Minutes-Work Session Meeting 10/14/14              

 2

 

Appointment of Deputy Commissioner of Finance 

Mayor King asked for a Motion to accept his appointment of Tammie Weiterschan to the position of 
Deputy Commissioner of Finance.  
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to appoint Tammie Weiterschan as Deputy Commissioner 
of Finance; seconded by Councilman Simonds.     Roll Call Vote Began with Mahoney. 
Voting Aye:  Mahoney, Robinson, Siarkowski, Simonds, Zarrelli, Anadio 
Voting Nay:  Wentworth        Carried 6 Ayes – 1 Nay 
 

Funding Dangerous Building Demolition 

Mayor King asked Commissioner of Finance to explain recent information obtained regarding funding 
dangerous building demolition. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen advised that a building deemed to be hazardous or dangerous can 
be funded by a bond or a statutory installment bond even if is not City owned.  He explained that the 
demolition expense could be packaged with assets and done as one major bond. 
 

Signs in Recognition of 2015 Teacher of the Year 

Mayor King stated that Gloversville Middle/High School Latin Teacher Charles Giglio was recently named 
2015 Teacher of the Year by the NYS Board of Regents.  He noted that this is quite a distinction as the title 
has been awarded for 45 years with Mr. Giglio being the first from our area to receive this achievement.  
He noted that he was asked by Gloversville Enlarged School District officials regarding honoring Mr. 
Giglio with signage on the City boundary signs and suggested the DPW Department would assist with this. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to allow signs to be encompassed on City of Gloversville 
signage; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                                                          Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Missing Former First Baptist Church Bell 

Mayor King noted that the missing bell from the former First Baptist Church Bell is an ongoing 
investigation.  He noted the Police Department is following up on many leads. 
 

Social Media Article 
Mayor King advised that he has received calls regarding the social media posting on Mylife.com naming 
the City of Gloversville as the fifth most dangerous city in NYS.  He noted the article was written by 
Christian Neeser and is based on per-capita statistics/the number of police officers/violent crimes/property 
crimes/registered sex offenders and also factored in the percentage of people enrolled in health care.    
 

Police Chief Van Deusen considered the article irresponsible journalism.   He advised that between 
2011/2012 the number of arrests increased by 28% and in 2013 increased by 23% with the number of 
assaults, robberies and burglaries decreasing.  He stated that Gloversville is no worse off than anyone else 
and we are a lot better than other places in NYS.  The Chief noted that the Police Department is doing well 
with their resources, but would like to see the department grow. 
 

POLICE                                                                                                   CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN              
 

Police Chief Donald Van Deusen noted that he will formally announce the promotions and a new hire in 
the Police Department at the next meeting.   
 

Councilman Mahoney stated that he has seen people loitering on Main Street at the Littauer monument by 
the former Estee Middle School and throwing cigarette butts on the sidewalk.  He noted that they have 
moved from that location and are now in front of the Salvione building and littering the sidewalks and 
streets with coffee cups and cigarette butts. 
 

Chief Van Deusen advised that when the situation is occurring to contact the Police Department. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                       CHIEF THOMAS GROFF 
 

Fire Chief Thomas Groff asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  No questions 
were posed.    He stated that he is working with the Mayor to appoint a new Battalion Chief.  Chief Groff 
noted that revenue from CAG (Certified Ambulance Group) reports have been down for the past two years 
even though the same number of reports are being submitted and noted that he will follow through with an 
explanation of why this occurring.  Chief Groff thanked DPW Director Jones for suggesting transferring 
funds from his department to cover the cost of additional heating units at the Fire House. 
 

FINANCE                                               COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRUCE VAN GENDEREN 

 

Finance Commissioner Van Genderen advised the Council he was behind on submitting departmental 2015 
budgets to the Council.  He apologized for the delay noting not having a Deputy Commissioner has resulted 
in his taking on other tasks. 
 

DPW                                                                                                                           KEVIN JONES, C.E.T.     
 

DPW Director Jones noted that he has worked with department heads to put together items to be auctioned.  
He noted that the list is much smaller than last year and the bid opening would be held on 11/19. 
 

Regarding Resolution #2, DPW Director Jones noted that he had additional funds in year 2013 Capital 
Projects.  He asked to allocate funds for the following: 
 

-A new front end SICARD snow blower     $20,000 
-Repairs to an existing snow blower     $10,000 
-Stainless Steel salt box/body       $12,000 
-Tow-behind light plant      $  7,000 
-Fund transfer to Fire Department for heating units $10,000 
 

Regarding the DPW Salt/Sand Account, Director Jones noted that he has recently purchased 350 Tons of 
salt at a state contract rate of $58 which is a $3 increase from last year based on additional transportation 
fees.  He noted that quantity fills the dome and should take us into the first of the year. 
 

Councilman Mahoney inquired if painted lines at the end of Prospect Avenue will be affected by any loose 
gravel acting like sandpaper. 
 

DPW Director Jones explained that he did not expect any significant wear on the newly painted lines 
caused by gravel.  He noted that it is common to repaint lines that receive significant wear twice in a year. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth inquired as to the striping on South Kingsboro Avenue being faded and the 
importance of having it for the persons who utilize this route walking to Wal-Mart. 
 

DPW Director Jones advised that Seneca Striping was used last year to perform that service for a fee of 
$1,200 and he would have this done as soon as the company is in our area.  It was relayed that the City’s 
walk-behind striping machine is currently in need of repair and several inquiries have been made to have 
crosswalks by the schools re-painted. 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson suggested working with the County or the City of Johnstown to borrow 
their equipment if possible to paint crosswalks in school zones for safety reasons. 
 

DPW Director Jones noted that leaf/brush cleanup will begin in mid-November.   He advised the Council 
that currently both street sweepers have been repaired and are operational.  
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ASSESSOR                                                                                                                              JONI DENNIE 

 

Assessor Joni Dennie advised that she mailed out 800 Enhanced STAR Renewals this week.  She noted that 
she expected to be busy throughout the next few months while processing the returned information.  
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                 WILLIAM WALRATH 

 

Mobility Manager William Walrath noted that he mailed out 18 bid packets to companies that purchase 
used buses.  He noted that the bid opening for the used buses that Transit has available is November 5th. 
 

Mr. Walrath relayed that $78,000 was received in STOA (State Operating Assistance) funds from the state.  
He noted that the funds were allocated due to the City’s lost funding from outside medical transportation. 
 

Regarding his monthly report, Mr. Walrath noted ridership is increasing over last year’s figures during the 
same period.   He addressed the proposed Johnstown run and advised that $139,000 was proposed to Mayor 
Julius for bus service. 
 

Councilwoman Anadio stated when we ended the Johnstown bus run in 2010 Johnstown was paying 
approximately $48,000. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen noted that the $139,000 figure is based on a cost per mile of 
$5.25.  He noted that other revenue sources were available at that time including 5311 and JARC funds.  
He noted that the City proposed $65,000 to the City of Johnstown in 2010 and Gloversville residents were 
going to Johnstown at that time so we absorbed some of the cost. 
 

Mayor King noted that Johnstown must determine how many bus runs they want to pay for on a weekly 
basis and the rate would be adjusted based on that factor. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                     ANTHONY CASALE 
 

City Attorney Anthony Casale advised the Council that currently the Farmer’s Market pavilion is not listed 
as a park or playground and there have been several reports of loitering after hours at that location.  He 
asked the Council to consider amending Chapter 190-Parks & Recreation to include a list of all parks to be 
considered under City Code.  He noted a Public Hearing would need to be held at the next meeting. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion for a Public Hearing to be held on October 28th at 6PM to 
amend Chapter 190-Parks & Recreation to include a list of all City Parks and Playgrounds; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
         

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth  

     Neighborhood Watch Meeting 
Councilwoman Wentworth stated that the Neighborhood Watch meeting was held on Monday, October 13th 
with one person in attendance.  She noted that perhaps with the date falling on the Columbus Day holiday 
persons thought the meeting wouldn’t be held.   She advised that Sergeant Scott attended the meeting and 
discussed attending other communities Neighborhood Watch meetings may be beneficial.     She noted that 
upcoming Neighborhood Watch meetings are scheduled for November 10th and December 8th.  
 

     Christmas Wreaths 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that the City used to hang large wreaths from the former lamp posts with 
several of them still being stored in the basement at City Hall for quite some time.  She suggested that she 
along with volunteers would decorate four of the wreaths with decorations she purchased last year and hang 
the wreaths at City Hall, the Fire Department and at the Transit Facility.  She noted that she would work 
with the City Electrician and relayed some of the wreaths have lights on them already and it would be a 
good way to repurpose these decorations. 



                                                                                                          Minutes-Work Session Meeting 10/14/14              

 5

Councilman Arthur Simonds /2nd Ward 

     Public Safety Committee Meeting 

Councilman Simonds advised that the next Public Safety Committee Meeting will be held on Monday, 
October 20th at 6:30PM and noted that the meeting is open to the Public. 
 

Committee Member Councilwoman Wentworth advised that she would not be able to attend the meeting as 
she had something scheduled for that date. 
 

 Councilman-at-Large Robinson 

     Re-scheduling November Work Session Meeting 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson advised that the November 11th Work Session Meeting falls on the 
Veteran’s Day Holiday with City Hall being closed.  He asked for Council input to re-schedule the meeting.   
 

All Council Members were in agreement that the meeting be held on Tuesday, November 18th at 6PM.   
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE BUDGET MODIFICTIONS FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen ask that the Resolution be amended to specify Year 2013. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to amend the Resolution; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 
                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  

Motion to vote on as amended made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large 
Robinson.                                                                                 Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-2 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE A BUDGET MOD. FOR 2013 DPW CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDS 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-3 RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS FOR THE SALE OF SURPLUS 

EQUIPMENT 
Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.         
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays               
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Mayor King noted that he spoke with Schenectady Mayor Gary McCarthy regarding supporting their 
Rivers Casino & Resort at Mohawk Harbor proposal.  He noted that many Gloversville residents already 
commute to Schenectady/Albany for employment and support could result in regional growth.   
 

Several Council Members noted they had no opposition in supporting Schenectady’s proposed venture. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that the County Board of Supervisor’s have supported the Rensselaer 
proposed Casino as it would get an increase of the OTB component of funds. 
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion in support of Schenectady’s proposed Casino; seconded by 
Councilman Zarrelli.                                                                                                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to adjourn the Meeting at 7:04PM; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 

Susan Semione, City Clerk  


