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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2015 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

  Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 
    Ward 1 - Robin Wentworth  - present 
    Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 
    Ward 3 - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
    Ward 4 - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 
    Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
    Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione,  Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief 
Thomas Groff, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen, Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Not Present: Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                            7 Present    
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                                        
 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                       MICHELLE LAUTMAN                                    
 

Michelle Lautman asked that the Common Council consider changing City zoning regulations to allow her to 
continue fostering cats at her home on Bleecker Street noting that the City does not address any cat 
fostering/sheltering and that she was providing a much needed service.  She noted that recently two Police 
Officers, the Code Enforcement Officer and the Animal Control Officer inspected her property and she was 
advised that she would either need to move the animals to a manufacturing area or get rid of all of her animals 
except for six.  She explained that both options are not something that would be feasible for her; adding that 
she is disabled but is giving something back to the community.  She referenced NYS Ag & Markets regulations 
regarding animal rescue and sheltering and stated she is working to become a certified rescue organization. 
She noted that all animal lives matter and she was asking to continue rehabilitating feral cats in a home 
environment so that they could be adopted.   
 

MOTION FOR EMERGENCY RESOLUTION     
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to allow Emergency Resolution #1 to be included in tonight’s 
legislation; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                             Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

PUBLIC SESSION     
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 
city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 
abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
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Mayor King stated that the City Council has the opportunity tonight to vote on Smart Water Legislation that 
will improve our community.  He noted that the Council and the County have been negotiating for several 
months to work out an agreement that would be favorable for both parties. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:10PM.     
 
 

Martin Chevian, of East Boulevard referenced the Smart Waters proposal and asked what would happen if 
there was a drought and the City couldn’t provide the designated amount of water to the County.  He stated 
that DPW does a good job and noted he would like the storm drain cleaned out in front of his house and a 
possible reduction of speed on his street. 

 

Gregory Young, 5th Ward Supervisor of East Eighth Avenue stated that he thought Smart Waters would 
benefit the City.  He expressed concern that the 50 cent surcharge would not hold up to inflation over a 40 year 
term and asked that changes be made to the memorandum of agreement to consider that. 
 

George Kakavolos, owner of the Travers Diner near Wal Mart stated that he didn’t think the City would see 
any economic growth from selling its water.  He stated that his business is taxed $26,000 annually and asked 
why any business would come to the City if they could get water from the towns and pay substantially less in 
property taxes.  He expressed that it was historical what the City is proposing to do by selling its water. 
 

Frank Lauria, 2nd Ward Supervisor of Hill Street advised the County offering to pay a percentage to the City 
to provide water is something that never has been done before and added he hoped it worked out for economic 
growth for all parties. 
 

Geoff Peck, a resident of Country Club Drive urged the Council to pursue the Smart Water Proposal as a 
means of regional growth.  He noted no growth will come by having a protectionist attitude; but by thinking 
regionally there would be sales tax revenue available to the City.  He shared that he grew up in a town on a 
lake and there are many reasons he chose to now live in a City; such as socialization, retail convenience and 
job proximity.  He stated that the City needed to increase the value of its tax base to create the desire for people 
to purchase homes within the City.  Mr. Peck relayed that the County does have other options to obtain water; 
including utilizing the Sacandaga Reservoir, the City of Amsterdam or drilling wells; and concluded that he 
believed the offer presented to the City of Gloversville by the County is the last offer we will receive. 
 

Marie Born, 1st Ward Supervisor of Hawk Street stated that she was proud of the way the County’s Committee 
handled negotiations with the City; which allowed both parties to share their concerns.  She expressed that 
without the City taking advantage of this proposal the City is liable to go under.  She advised that the City has 
the opportunity to grow and this is a chance to move forward.  She noted that it was important to make 
industries want to come here and provide sites that are shovel ready.  She urged the Council to vote yes on the 
Smart Waters Resolution. 
 

Robert Castiglione, a resident of Forest Hill Towers stated that he appreciated the comments made by 5th 
Ward Supervisor Mr. Young.  Regarding another topic, he stated that at the June 15th Special Meeting Mayor 
King called an Executive Session that did not meet the statute provisions of NYS Open Meetings Law.  He 
noted that he has had extensive conversations with Bob Freeman, Executive Director of the NYS Committee 
on Open Government and was advised the meeting should have been held in an open forum.  He stated that 
Mayor King is in violation of State Law and Chapter 5; Subsection 552B of Federal Law and has subjected 
himself to the potential removal from public office.  He recommended to the Mayor that he “pack it up”. 
 

Mayor King advised Mr. Castiglione that he was out of order by addressing a person directly and asked that 
he be seated. 
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Linda Chevian, of East Boulevard asked why the Smart Water vote must be taken tonight; adding that as a 
citizen she was not informed of the discussions between the City and County.  She asked that the vote be 
considered at a later date to allow citizens to review the terms and be the decision of the citizens of the City 
not the seven Council members. 
 
Robert Castiglione, of Forest Hill Towers stood up to speak again.  Mayor King advised Mr. Castiglione that 
he was asked to be seated for being out of order earlier in the meeting and asked Mr. Castiglione to be seated. 
Mr. Castiglione stated that the Mayor was violating his First Amendment Right to Free Speech. 
 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:30PM. 
 

SMART WATER DISCUSSION 
 

City Attorney Casale stated that he had a conversation with County Attorney Brott and just wanted to make it 
clear that the Memorandum of Agreement is not a Contract.  He stated that there are many more terms to be 
negotiated-specifically contingencies if the County no longer received a percentage of the undistributed portion 
of County Sales Tax or if we no longer have an excess of water to sell.  He advised that the Memorandum of 
Agreement will simply bring the discussions to the next stage. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli thanked all Committee Members in the City and County for their work to move forward 
with a proposal for Smart Waters.  He stated that he had concerns related to the Memorandum of Agreement; 
noting that red flags to him were where the water should be distributed and the 40 year term.   He noted that 
he would like a professional company to look over the City’s infrastructure and the feasibility of this plan.  Mr. 
Zarrelli advised that the final agreement must be approved by the NYS Senate & Assembly. 
 

Councilman Simonds thanked all that participated and shared information with the Council in the discussion 
to move forward with the Memorandum of Agreement.  He stated that in his opinion the County was creating 
anxiety by insisting that the City must move forward with this as soon as possible.  He expressed concern that 
the County would grow and the City would not and that businesses will locate in towns that have cheaper 
property taxes.  He asked the Council to slow down and ensure that the calculations provided are accurate. 
 

Councilman Mahoney clapped in agreement with the comments made by Councilman Simonds.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that when discussion first began regarding a Smart Water Proposal she was 
not on board.  She noted that persons making comments pertaining to this being a rushed decision need to 
know that negotiations regarding this topic began in September 2014.  She stated that Committee Members 
have been forthcoming with Council Members on all information from the meetings held and advised that 
Water Department Superintendent Christopher Satterlee has attended every meeting.  Councilwoman 
Wentworth stated for those who say we must slow down; she asked how much longer the City should wait to 
move forward.  She stated that after Wal-Mart and Burger King were built there has not been any new growth 
and the process of annexation was drawn out for three years after several court proceedings.  Councilwoman 
Wentworth relayed that the first Council Meeting she attended after being elected addressed the option for the 
City to file for bankruptcy.  She noted that the fund balance, Department of Public Works and the Police 
Department have all been increased by wise financial decisions and stated that in her opinion Smart Waters is 
a good opportunity for the City.   
 

Councilwoman Anadio stated that she agreed with Councilwoman Wentworth and asked all Council Members 
to move forward with the Memorandum of Agreement for the benefit of the City. 
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Councilman-at-Large Robinson stated that for as long as he has been on the Council the County has not offered 
any Agreements for financial benefit.  He noted this would benefit the City and County and it was important 
for all of us to work together as one entity. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski advised that he thought the Smart Water Proposal was an opportunity that will be 
favorable for the City of Gloversville. 
 

Mayor King asked Councilman Mahoney if he had any comments related to the Smart Water Memorandum 
of Agreement. 
 

Councilman Mahoney advised that he had no comment. 
 

City Attorney Casale asked for a Roll Call Vote on ER-1 entitled: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 
MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN FULTON COUNTY, 
CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL AND CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE BOARD OF 
WATER COMMISSIONERS  
 

Roll Call Vote Began with Councilman Siarkowski.      
Voting Aye:   Siarkowski, Wentworth, Anadio, Robinson 
Voting Nay:   Simonds, Zarrelli, Mahoney                   Carried 4 Ayes – 3 Nays 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                                     ELLEN ANADIO 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Anadio performed the June 18, 2015 Audit covering the 
period of May 20, 2015 to June 18, 2015. The following was reported: 
 

A-General Fund    $1,488,118.36 
G-Sewer Fund     $   211,786.52 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $     50,909.61 
T&A Fund     $   533,710.62 
TOTAL     $2,284,525.11 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the audit; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.    
                                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

COUNCILMAN ARTHUR SIMONDS/WARD 2 
-Economic Development & Planning Committee Meeting 
Councilman Simonds asked all Council Members and the City Attorney to review the minutes of the Economic 
Development & Planning Committee Meeting that was held on June 11, 2015.  The Minutes reflect proposed 
changes to be made to Gloversville City Code Section 300-44.1 pertaining to Electronic Message Boards 
(EMB) and Light-Emitting Diode (LED) signs.   
 
COUNCILWOMAN ELLEN ANADIO/WARD 4 
-City’s New Website 
Councilwoman Anadio mentioned that the City’s new website will be up next week. 
 
COUNCILMAN JAY ZARRELLI/WARD 5 
-DPW Seasonal Employees 
Councilman Zarrelli asked DPW Director Jones to explain what the tasks assigned to the seasonal employees 
would be. 
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DPW Director Jones advised that the seasonal employees can do any labor task assigned to them including: 
picking up bagged leafs & brush, working on the garbage truck or working with other crew members.  He 
stated that the help wanted advertisement listed the job description as part-time sanitary collection.  He noted 
that the employees will be supervised at all times if they worked on the garbage truck and would learn the 
street names more readily in doing that task.  Mr. Jones advised that the seasonal employees would not be 
driving any City vehicles.  He asked the Council to let him know if there were any particular tasks they wanted 
to be done while we had the seasonal employees. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that one seasonal employee assigned to each garbage truck is a good decision 
and would be most productive. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that she discussed the job duties of the seasonal employees with the DPW 
Director and although they will generally be assigned to the garbage truck she felt it was important for them 
to do other jobs as needed.  She relayed that she assisted an 86 year old constituent who needed bagged leafs 
picked up from her terrace that had sat for several months and found that it took her only 15 minutes to take 
the bags to the Beaver Street brush drop off site.  She stressed that it is important that leafs/brush be picked up 
when residents call. 
 

DPW Director Jones stated that leafs are generally picked up in early spring and late fall noting that in between 
that time the work load shifts.  He noted that residents are advised via press releases and on the City website 
that leaf collection will cease on May 31st until the fall; however, leafs/brush are still picked up when workers 
are available. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that experienced employees could assist the seasonal employees to work with them 
on any project such as working with mason crews to assist with preparing the area. 
 

Mayor King stated that if the employees were assigned to one function they would be more efficient than 
having to learn multiple tasks; however, as time became available they could take on other duties while 
supervised. 
 

Councilman Mahoney stated that he did not want any seasonal employees on the back of a garbage truck 
because if one of the “rejects” fell off the truck and got hurt the City would be liable.  He stated that in his 
opinion the DPW crews do fine work with the employees the City has.  
 
POLICE CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN 
-National Night Out 
Police Chief Van Deusen advised that National Night Out is scheduled for August 4th.  He noted there is a 
Resolution in tonight’s Agenda for $1,000 to be utilized for the event.  He stated that if the event is successful 
his department would work to secure donations and funding from area businesses for future events. 
 
-Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Police Chief Van Deusen stated that he has items for discussion with the Public Safety Committee for their 
next meeting.   
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson advised that he would confirm a date for the next Public Safety Committee 
Meeting with Committee Members and advise the Chief at the next meeting. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY ANTHONY CASALE 
-Executive Session  
City Attorney Casale asked that a Motion for an Executive Session be made at the end of the meeting to discuss 
Pending Litigation.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

05/12/15 Work Session Meeting 
05/26/15 Regular Meeting 
06/09/15 Work Session Meeting 
06/15/15 Special Meeting 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes as a whole; seconded 
by Councilman Zarrelli.                                                                                                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 RESOLUTION TO AWARD THE PURCHASE OF A USED FORCE FEED LOADER 
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  
           Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-2 RESOLUTION TO AWARD THE PURCHASE OF TWO NEW DUMP BODIES- 

INSTALLED 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.       
             Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-3 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF THE ACCOUNT 

RECEIVABLE INVOICES ON 2015 COUNTY TAX FORECLOSED/DEMO 
PROPERTIES  

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.    
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-4 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE A BUDGET MODIFICATION FOR DPW FOR TWO PART-TIME 
EMPLOYEES 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.           
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-5 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE A BUDGET MODIFICATION FOR DPW FOR HARRISON STREET 
BRIDGE REPAIRS 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.           
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-6 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE BUDGET MODIFICATIONS RELATED TO INSURANCE CHECKS FOR 
POLICE VEHICLE AND TRANSIT BUS DAMAGES 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.       
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-7 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE A BUDGET MODIFICATION FOR A POLICE DEPARTMENT 
COMMUNITY EVENT 

Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.           
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
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Intro R-8 RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS/ERINN ESCHLER 
Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds.           
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-9 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

INTERMUNICIPAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
SCHENECTADY, CITY OF TROY AND CITY OF AMSTERDAM REGARDING THE 
SHARED CODE ENFORCEMENT INFORMATION RESOURCE PILOT PROJECT 

Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.           
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
                                                                                                                                  

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                         7:15PM-7:58PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 7:15PM to discuss Pending 
Litigation; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale, Police Chief Van Deusen and Building 
Inspector Myers to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 
                                                                                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Councilman Simonds made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:58PM; seconded by Councilman 
Siarkowski.                                                                                                                     Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:58PM; seconded by Councilman 
Zarrelli.                                                                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    , City Clerk    


