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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2015  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 

 Ward 1    - Robin Wentworth  - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Stephen Mahoney  - present 

 Ward 4    - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present:  Assessor Joni Dennie, City Clerk Susan Semione, Commissioner of Finance 
Bruce Van Genderen, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Donald Van 
Deusen, Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Absent:   City Attorney Anthony Casale 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:02PM. 
 

MAYOR                                                                              
 

Board of Supervisor Update 

Mayor King asked for a Motion to set the rules aside to allow 5th Ward Supervisor Gregory Young to 
provide an update to the Council related to a County Board of Supervisors decision which affects 
Gloversville.  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow Supervisor Gregory Young to speak; 
seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.                                                                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Supervisor Young stated that at the Monday, June 8th Board of Supervisor Meeting it was unanimously 
voted on to ask for NYS legislation which would allow the Fulton County Correctional Facility to house 
Gloversville detainees overnight being held for pre-arraignment.   He added that he hoped Assemblyman 
Butler and Senator Farley supported this.  
 

Chief Van Deusen stated that he was pleased to be moving forward with this proposal. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
                                                                                                                                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Gloversville Little League’s 60th Anniversary 

Mayor King thanked Councilwoman Anadio for attending the Gloversville Little League’s 60th 
Anniversary celebration on Saturday, June 6th and reading a Proclamation honoring them. Mayor King 
congratulated Councilwoman Anadio’s family for being honored at the event for their years of service to 
the League.  He congratulated the organization for their dedication to recreational involvement in our 
community. 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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POLICE                                                                                                   CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN                     
 

Police Chief Van Deusen asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  No questions 
were posed.    
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                       CHIEF THOMAS GROFF 
 

Fire Chief Groff asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  No questions were posed.   
The Chief reported that there were three fires in the City in the month of May.  He thanked his firefighters 
for their excellent work and the Gloversville Police detectives for their assistance in investigating the 
suspicious YMCA fire which resulted in a confession by the fire starter.  
 

FINANCE                                               COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRUCE VAN GENDEREN              
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen reported that 2015 City tax collections are steadily being received.     
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen shared rates submitted for financing the $1,680,000 Bond 
Anticipation Note.  He advised that the rate for JP Morgan Chase is 1.36%, the rate for NBT is 1.75% and 
First Niagara Bank chose not to offer a bid.    
 

DPW                                                                                                                           KEVIN JONES, C.E.T.     
 

 

Mowing Contract 

Mr. Jones advised that the County has recently taken title to 44 additional properties.  He noted that the 
City’s current mowing contract covers 19 foreclosed properties; and we will now be responsible for 63 for 
a short time.  He added that the County Property Auction will be held on June 17th and typically the Board 
of Supervisors approves the sales at their July or August meeting with the titles being transferred to the new 
owners occurring after the County approvals.   
 
Paving Contract 

Mr. Jones stated that he met with CT Male to finalize the Paving Contract.   He noted that after the 
Resolution is passed to put the Paving Contract out to bid, the packets will be available for purchase at the 
City Clerk’s Office. 
 
Hill Street Bridge 

Mr. Jones provided an update for the Hill Street Bridge project.  He advised that National Grid has found a 
gas leak (not caused by our contractor) which is a major artery that provides service to most of the City.  
He stated that a bypass line will need to be built to remedy the damaged line. Mr. Jones stated the 
contractor expects this set back to delay completion of the Hill Street Bridge opening by two weeks. 
 

Executive Session 

Mr. Jones asked that a Motion be made at the end of the Meeting for an Executive Session to discuss 
Pending/Prospective Litigation. 
 

Questions for the DPW Director 
 

National Grid Inquiry 

Councilman Simonds asked if terraces torn up by National Grid to replace gas lines in various parts of the 
City will be restored to their original state. 
 

Mr. Jones advised that National Grid is working to repair the work done around the terraces on South Main 
Street and will remedy the sites throughout the City that were worked on throughout the next few months. 
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Seasonal Hires for DPW 

Councilman Zarrelli noted that he had a discussion with DPW Director Jones today and wanted to know if 
there was a way to hire seasonal help to assist in projects such as removing bagged leafs.   
 

DPW Director Jones advised that he spoke with the Commissioner of Finance today and was advised that 
summer seasonal help for DPW could be hired for a flat rate of $10/hour.  He noted that the seasonal hires 
would be best utilized if they were in a setting with DPW employees; most likely to be used on the back of 
the garbage trucks with supervision.  He stated this would free up DPW laborers to be put on projects such 
as picking up the bagged leafs. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth asked if the CSEA Union had exclusivity of these jobs. 
 

DPW Director Jones advised that he verified with a Union representative today that there is not a conflict 
of seasonal hires performing these jobs. 
 
Posting Children at Play Signs 

Councilman Zarrelli advised that he has received calls from constituents asking that “Children at Play” 
signs be posted on their streets.   
 

DPW Director Jones advised that NYMIR, the City’s insurance company, is not in favor of “Children at 
Play” signs due to the fact that they offer no way to enforce anything and if a vehicle is speeding on the 
street, it can be given a ticket for that action.  He referenced paperwork distributed to the Council last year 
from the Police Chief that shows “Children at Play” signs offer parents a false safety that their children can 
play in the streets and be safe.  He noted that the insurance company advised not to take existing signs 
down; however; not to put any new signs up throughout the City. 
 

Mayor King noted a discussion he had with Amsterdam’s Mayor Thane regarding their passing legislation 
against setting up portable hoops and playing basketball on City streets. 
 

Chief Van Deusen suggested that his department would put out public safety announcements in the 
newspaper/local television/radio stations to put the word out that with summer approaching and schools 
soon to be dismissed to slow down and watch for children at play.  
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                              JONI DENNIE 
 

Assessor Joni Dennie advised that Grievance Day was held on May 26th for property owners.  She noted 
there were four applications for the Board of Assessment Review to consider last year and thirteen this 
year.  She advise that the Board made good decisions on changes that were requested for lowered 
assessments. 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                 WILLIAM WALRATH 

 

Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath reported that he would be hiring another part-time bus driver as 
overtime hours are increasing and the summer months are approaching where time off request also increase 
during that time.  He noted that he is working with VESID (NYS Vocational & Educational Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities) to hire a part-time bus driver and added that under this program no benefits 
need to be paid by the City and we have the opportunity to hire the driver and be reimbursed for 160 hours 
of time worked.    
 

Councilwoman Anadio inquired if the City offers a bus run to Wal-Mart on Saturdays. 
 

Mr. Walrath confirmed that the bus takes the same loop as it does during the weekdays to Wal-Mart on 
Saturdays from 9AM-4PM.  He noted that the bus also goes to the Hannaford/Runnings plaza on Saturdays. 
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CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                     ANTHONY CASALE 
 

City Attorney Casale was on vacation this week.  

 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Councilman Arthur Simonds/Ward 2 

   Economic Development & Planning Committee Meeting 

Councilman Simonds reported that the Economic Development & Planning Committee will meet on 
Thursday, June 11th at 6:30PM; noting the meeting was previously scheduled for 6PM. 
 

Councilwoman Robin Wentworth/Ward 1 

   Scheduling a Special Meeting  

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to schedule a Special Meeting on Monday, June 15th at 6PM at 
City Hall with County Officials; noting a Motion for an Executive Session may be made at that time; 
seconded by Councilman Simonds.                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King stated that he expected the Special Meeting will start in Open Session; will move into 
Executive Session and that he was optimistic we will come out, however; was not promising anything. 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson asked if representatives from the Water Department/Board should be 
invited to attend the meeting. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth and Mayor King both stated that it was not planned to invite members of the 
Water Department/Board to the Special Meeting.                                
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 

WITH ST. MARY’S HEALTHCARE FOR AN EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (EAP) 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.  
Councilman Siarkowski thanked Councilwoman Anadio for her work on researching an EAP; adding that  
when Ellen does something she does it right.                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-2  RESOLUTION TO AWARD THE PURCHASE OF A USED HYDRAULIC TRACKED 

EXCAVATOR FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.      
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
  
Intro R-3  RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS FOR THE 2015 STREET PAVING 

CONTRACT 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.        
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-4  RESOLUTION TO APPOINT COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS  

Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds.   
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-5  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE A BUDGET MODIFICATION RELATED TO AN INSURANCE CHECK 

FOR POLICE VEHICLE DAMAGE   

Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.    
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
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MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      6:25PM-7:16PM              
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 6:25PM to discuss 
Pending/Prospective Litigation; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow Finance Commissioner Van Genderen and DPW Director 
Jones to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen and DPW Director Jones exited the meeting at 6:45PM. 
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:15PM; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                                                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:16PM; seconded by Councilwoman 
Wentworth.                                                                                                                 Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Semione, City Clerk  


