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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015  
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 
 Ward 1    - Robin Wentworth  - present 
 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 
 Ward 3     - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
 Ward 4    - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 
 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present:  Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie 
Weiterschan, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen, 
Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Absent:    
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM. 
 

PROCLAMATION       
 

Mayor King read a Proclamation designating May 11th - 17th as National Salvation Army Week throughout 
the City of Gloversville.  He noted that the Salvation Army was formed in 1885 and has a large network of 
donors and volunteers that provide an array of services to those in need. 
 

MAYOR                                                                              
 

Cat Sanctuaries 
Mayor King advised that he was withdrawing the subject of cat sanctuaries from the Agenda. 
 

Term Limits 
Mayor King advised that he was withdrawing the subject of term limits from the Agenda. 
 

Recreation Commission Appointment 
Mayor King asked for a Motion to approve the appointment of Kaitlyn Thompson to the Recreation 
Commission. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to appoint Kaitlyn Thompson to the Recreation Commission; 
seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Shared Code Enforcement Resource Pilot Project 
Mayor King stated that he along with Fire Chief Groff, Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen and 
Deputy Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan attended the Press Conference/Workshop in Albany last 
week to introduce the Shared Code Enforcement Resource Pilot Project the City will participate with the 
cities of Amsterdam, Schenectady & Troy. 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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Fire Chief Groff stated that this is a worthwhile resource that will result in the City being able to utilize 
Grant funds to purchase code enforcement software.  He noted that he looked forward to working with the 
other cities and that all share similar code enforcement issues. 
 
Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen advised that Schenectady will be the lead agent to distribute 
funds, and the process for disbursement will have the City of Gloversville paying its own related expenses 
and subsequently submitting to Schenectady for reimbursement of the Grant funds.  Mr. Van Genderen 
stated that a draft Intermunicipal Agreement will be available for the Council to review in a few weeks. 
 
Mayor King noted that he would invite Meghan Cook, Program Director at Albany Department for the 
Center for Technology in Government who reached out to the City with the opportunity for this Grant to a 
Council Meeting in the near future.  
 
Charter Review 
Mayor King asked the Council to consider reviewing the Charter to combine Common Council and Board 
of Supervisor positions, adding that Towns have this form of government.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that she was not in favor of changing the Charter to say every Council 
person will serve as a Supervisor, noting that not everyone can or desires to do so. 
 

Mayor King noted that recently an issue City Officials researched and proposed regarding the housing of 
inmates at the County Jail was opposed by one of Gloversville’s Supervisors.  Mayor King noted there 
were three Gloversville Board of Supervisor representatives in attendance and asked for a Motion to set the 
rules aside to allow an exchange of dialogue. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow Supervisors Born, Lauria and 
Young to speak; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                                           Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Ward 1 Supervisor Marie Born noted that she previously served eight years on the Gloversville Common 
Council.  She stated that as a Gloversville Supervisor she has City concerns at heart; however, noted it is 
sometimes necessary to put what is best on a county level before the City.  She added that with twenty 
County Supervisors, it is not always possible to have a vote turn out as they would prefer.  She asked that 
the Council hold off on amending our Charter to modify combining Council/Supervisor positions as the 
City should focus on the challenges ahead by moving forward with SMART Water discussions.  She noted 
that Town Supervisors are responsible for budgets, managing department heads, making equipment 
purchases, attending Board of Supervisor (BOS) Committee Meetings and Regular Meetings and thought 
that combining those functions with what the Common Council already have to do would be an extensive 
work load. 
 

Attorney Casale asked Supervisor Born why the BOS SMART Water Committee consisting of only one 
Gloversville Supervisor (Ward 3/Gendron) has not been in communication with the Common Council 
when they have been meeting for several months. 
 

Supervisor Born advised that Committees are formed by the Chairperson of the Board and other 
Gloversville Supervisors have not been a part of the discussions as they are busy with the Committees they 
are assigned to. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that several months ago Councilman Zarrelli brought up the topic to have 
a BOS Liaison at one of the monthly Council Meetings to give the ability for back/forth discussion or an 
Executive Session to bring each legislative body up to speed on topics of concern and this has not occurred 
regularly. 
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Ward 2 Supervisor Frank Lauria noted that Council Members do not attend their meetings.  He shared 
that he reports blight issues in his Ward to the Mayor, as well as recently having conversations with 
Council Members Anadio, Wentworth and Zarrelli.  He noted that he served on the Gloversville Common 
Council for 22 years; when there were twelve members and when it changed to six members.  He noted that 
when the BOS made the choice to sell the Fulton County Infirmary it was a difficult decision, but was one 
that was best for Fulton County.  He noted that it is important for Supervisors to attract new businesses and 
residents and sharing water should be a priority.  He noted that our region is in competition with other 
regions in the state for economic growth.  Mr. Lauria reported that the BOS is working with a potential 
company that has shown interest in being the first business at the Tryon site which would bring jobs and 
revenue for the County.  Mr. Lauria noted that down the line would be a preferred time to address changing 
the City Charter to amend the Council/Supervisor shared position. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that speakers are only allotted five minutes at BOS Meetings. 
 

Mayor King noted that Montgomery County changed their form of government recently and if choosing to 
wait, one might find that the timing may never be right; but it is sometimes best to move forward.   Mayor 
King stated that ideally he would like to see municipalities in Fulton County share Police/Fire/DPW 
services. 
 

Councilman Simonds noted that communication from the BOS’s has been minimal and referenced when 
the City was hit with a $150,000 Workers’ Compensation payment no one from the County level informed 
us; we were informed via a letter to the Finance Commissioner.  He noted that a BOS liaison is necessary. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that he agreed with Councilman Simonds regarding the necessity of a liaison.  
He noted that he was okay with our City’s water being a shared resource if it benefits Gloversville.  He 
relayed that Gloversville should be on the front burner with BOS representatives as both they and the 
Council are elected by the same voters. 
 

Supervisor Lauria stated that the voters need to make the choice to share Gloversville’s water; which if 
done right will benefit the City.   He referenced two past Referendum votes asking if the Water Department 
should be a part of the City; both of which were defeated.  Supervisor Lauria noted that land annexation is a 
possibility for those seeking Gloversville’s water.  
 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that when everyone wants to share water they march to the beat of the 
drummer; however, when discussion turns to sharing the revenue with the City the silence is deafening. 
 

Councilman Simonds stated that Gloversville needs to benefit from the sale of our water or else no one 
would benefit if they came here at the City’s current tax rate.   He asked that when one of the BOS 
representatives voted against something that would benefit the City they should address the Council and 
explain the reasoning behind their decision; noting this could clarify any misunderstandings. 
 

Police Chief Van Deusen advised that he wanted to set the record straight regarding an occurrence with the 
County Public Safety Committee.  He noted that he was asked to gather information for pre-arraignment 
detainees to be housed at the Fulton County Jail and had obtained the written policies of other 
municipalities to provide at a meeting.  He stated that he was offended by a Gloversville BOS member that 
said his word was not good enough that he had Johnstown Chief of Police Gifford’s support; noting it was 
very unprofessional. 
 

Ward 5 Supervisor Gregory Young stated that he was born and raised in the 5th Ward and expressed that 
for far too long Gloversville has not stood up for itself.  He relayed that Councilwoman Wentworth recently 
shared a projection that the City lost over 60 million dollars of revenue from the Ames Plaza.  He stated 
that as a Supervisor he does what is best for the City along with his colleagues.  He stated that he agreed 
that a rotating BOS liaison to attend Council meetings would be beneficial for both parties. 
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Councilwoman Anadio stated that she has attended Board of Supervisor Meetings and realized that their 
Agendas are extensive. 
 

Mayor King expressed that the Common Council and the Gloversville Board of Supervisors should make a 
pact to communicate better.   
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place at 6:46PM; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

POLICE                                                                                                   CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN                                                               
 

Police Chief Van Deusen asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  No questions 
were posed.   Chief Van Deusen advised that his department would be participating in the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration Click it or Ticket Campaign this month.  Regarding equipment, he 
noted he is seeking quotes for body cameras for all Field Officers.   
 

FINANCE                                               COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRUCE VAN GENDEREN              
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen reported that as of Friday, May 8th, the Finance Department has 
received within $3,000 of what was collected at this time last year for City tax payments.    
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen advised that he has received a commitment from NBT Bank that 
it will finance the $1,680,000 Bond Anticipation Notes and he will offer two other financial institutions the 
opportunity to quote as well.   
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                       CHIEF THOMAS GROFF 
 

Fire Chief Groff asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  He advised that he has 
advised the new Code Enforcement Officer to be proactive about enforcing the laws that are on the books. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth noted that she e-mailed the Fire Chief a question regarding his monthly report 
and would give him time to get back to her with information. 
 

DPW                                                                                                                           KEVIN JONES, C.E.T.     
 
 

Paving  
Mr. Jones advised that he issued to the Mayor and Common Council a preliminary list of streets to be 
paved this year.  He asked for Council input regarding streets in their respective wards. 
 

Councilman Simonds noted that in his opinion, there were some streets that were a higher priority than the 
ones on the preliminary list.  He mentioned Wells, Division and Montgomery Streets. 
 

Councilman Mahoney suggested removing Fox Street and adding North and South Park Drive. 
 

Mayor King suggested repaving Kingsboro Avenue and East Fulton Street where the chip seal process was 
used last year.  He noted that he realized by doing these streets other paving would need to be scaled back. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that when cars drive over the chip sealed roads it loosens the stones 
which subsequently creates dust when cars behind them drive over the loosened stones.  She expressed that 
she wants the dust gone. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that he was under the impression that Gorman Brothers was going to 
guarantee the chip seal process they did last year. 
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DPW Director Jones advised that he met with a representative from Gorman Brothers on Thursday, May 7th 
and the company is in the process of creating a plan to remedy the areas where the streets became 
“deglazed” (void of embedded stone) only.  He noted that he advised the company that the repairs made 
must result in no loose stones. 
 

Mayor King stated that yes, the street could be fixed; however, it will still be a crap product. 
 

DPW Director Jones stated that he would prepare another spreadsheet that would incorporate the square 
footage and cost associated with paving the newly suggested areas and e-mail it to the Council for review. 
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                              JONI DENNIE 
 

Assessor Joni Dennie asked the Council if they had any questions.  No questions were posed. 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                 WILLIAM WALRATH 

 

Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath reported that the two new small buses are scheduled to be 
delivered on May 27th.  
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                     ANTHONY CASALE 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

 

Councilman Arthur Simonds/Ward 2 
   Economic Development & Planning Committee Meeting 
Councilman Simonds reported that the Economic Development & Planning Committee met on May 7th and 
furthered their discussion regarding illuminated/flashing signs.  He relayed that the next Committee 
meeting will be held on Thursday, June 11th. 
 
Councilwoman Robin Wentworth/Ward 1 
   Neighborhood Watch Meeting 
Councilwoman Wentworth stated that the Neighborhood Watch Meeting was held on May 11th with a few 
people in attendance.  She announced that Gloversville would be partnering with the Gloversville PBA to 
participate in the National Night Out on Tuesday, August 4th at the Farmer’s Market Pavilion; adding that 
this was a way to get the community together.  She noted that she would reach out to the District Attorney’s 
Office and local businesses for donations to assist in providing hot dogs, hamburgers and raffle items.  
 

   Neon Sign in a Historic District   
Councilwoman Wentworth discussed the topic of a neon sign at NYC Pizza, a new business on North Main 
Street in a historic district; noting it is against City Code.  She inquired to Fire Chief Groff why the issue 
had not been addressed for several months.  She relayed that it was her understanding that the owner did 
not secure a permit for the sign.  She stated that she supported downtown businesses, however; added that 
there are rules for establishments to follow.   
 

Fire Chief Groff advised that the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB) addressed the issue at their 
first meeting of the month and upon voting to allow the sign the Board was deadlocked in a 2-2 vote.  He 
stated that at their next meeting the issue was revisited and after discussion, all members voted against the 
sign.  Mr. Groff relayed that Code Enforcement Officer Myers spoke with the business owner and advised 
him of City Code and the HPRB decision and was told that the sign would be moved inside within the next 
few days after a wooden sign designating the business could be hung in its place. 
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Councilman Simonds stated that the issue seems to be that the neon sign was hung for several months and 
no one addressed it with the business owner.   He stated that the sign was inappropriate per City Code 
regardless of how the HPRB voted. 
 

City Attorney Casale conveyed that the business owner did not hang the sign maliciously, and since being 
notified of its inappropriate nature has made measures to remove it.  He stated that an out of area business 
moved to the downtown area and he appreciated that commitment.  
 

Mayor King advised there is a process to be followed and it is now moving forward for compliance. 
 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1  RESOLUTION TO MODIFY RESOLUTION 81-2011 ADDING BEREAVEMENT 
LEAVE TO THE POLICY FOR NON-REPRESENTED EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY 
OF GLOVERSVILLE 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio to vote on an amended copy that was distributed; seconded by 
Councilman Siarkowski.                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-2  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF THE INTEREST AND 
PENALTIES FOR THE SEWER PORTION OF 60 PROSPECT AVENUE 

Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Mahoney.      
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
  
Intro R-3  RESOLUTION TO APPOINT COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS  
Motion made by Councilwoman Wentworth; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.       
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Intro R-4  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE 

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS RELATED TO 2013 CAPITAL PROJECTS 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  
                                                                                                                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Intro R-5  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,680,000 SERIAL BONDS OF 

THE CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE, FULTON COUNTY, NEW YORK, TO PAY THE 
COST OF VARIOUS 2015 CITY CAPITAL PROJECTS IN AND FOR SAID CITY  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.   
Roll Call Vote Began with Councilman Mahoney. 
Voting Aye:  Mahoney, Robinson, Siarkowski, Simonds, Wentworth, Zarrelli, Anadio 
Voting Nay:                                                                                                                Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
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EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      7:18PM-7:55PM              
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 7:18PM to discuss 
Contracts/Negotiations; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale, Finance Commissioner Van 
Genderen, and Deputy Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan to be present in the Executive Session; 
seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                                                                             Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:55PM; seconded by Councilman 
Zarrelli.                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55PM; seconded by Councilman 
Siarkowski.                                                                                                                 Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Semione, City Clerk  


